
ROSEAU COUNTY 
BUFFER ORDINANCE NO. 40 

 

 

1.0 STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION AND POLICY  
1.1 Statutory authorization. This buffer ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authorization and policies 

contained in Minn. Stat. §103F.48, the Buffer Law, and the County planning and zoning enabling 
legislation in Minn. Stat. Chapter 394. 

1.2 Purpose and intent. It is the purpose and intent of the County to: 

(a) Provide for riparian vegetated buffers and water quality practices to achieve the following purposes: 
 

(1) Protect State water resources from erosion and runoff pollution; 
(2) Stabilize soils, shores and banks; and 
(3) Protect or provide riparian corridors.  

 
       (b) Coordinate the implementation and enforcement of the water resources riparian protection 

requirements of Minn. Stat. §103F.48 with the shoreland management rules and ordinances adopted 
under the authority of Minn. Stat. §103F.201 to 103F.227, and the management of public drainage 
systems established under Minn. Stat. Chapter 103E, where applicable; and 

(c) Provide efficient and effective direction to landowners and protection of surface water quality and 
related land resources.  

 

2.0 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL PROVISIONS 
2.1 Definitions.  Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this ordinance shall be 

interpreted to give them the same meaning they have in common usage and to give this ordinance it’s 
most reasonable application. For the purpose of this ordinance, the words “must” and “shall” are 
mandatory and not permissive. All distances, unless otherwise specified, are measured horizontally. 

 
2.1.1 “APO” means the administrative penalty order issued pursuant to Minn. Stat. §103F.48, subd.7, 

and Minn. Stat. §103B.101, subd.12a. 

2.1.2 "Buffer" has the meaning provided in Minn. Stat. §103F.48, subd.1(c).  

2.1.3 "Buffer protection map" has the meaning provided in Minn. Stat. §103F.48, subd.1(d), and which 
is available on the MN Department of Natural Resources website. 

2.1.4 “BWSR" means the Board of Water and Soil Resources. 
 
2.1.5 “Cultivation farming” means farming practices that disturb root or soil structure or that impair the 

viability of perennial vegetation due to cutting or harvesting near the soil surface.   

2.1.6 “Drainage authority” has the meaning provided in Minn. Stat. §103E.005, subd.9.  

 

 
















