
PROCEEDINGS OF THE ROSEAU COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

February 26, 2019 
 

The Board of Commissioners of Roseau County, Minnesota met in the Courthouse in the City 
of Roseau, Minnesota on Monday, February 26, 2019. 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
 The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Board Chair Jack Swanson. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited. Commissioners present were Roger Falk, John Horner, Jack Swanson, 
Russell Walker and Daryl Wicklund.  Others present were Martie Monsrud, Jeff Pelowski, Joleen 
Kezar, Brian Ketring, Kristy Kjos, Dave Anderson, Sue Grafstrom, Martin Howes, Joe Laurin, Bill 
Thompson, Janine Lovold, Torin McCormack, Mike Pontius, and Richard Magnusson. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
  

An Application for Exempt permit for the Roseau/LOW Sportsman’s Club was added to the 
Consent Agenda.  A motion to approve the amended Agenda was made by Commissioner 
Wicklund, seconded by Commissioner Walker, and carried unanimously. 
 
COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
 Commissioner Swanson mentioned that the Township Officers Association Meeting is this 
evening.  Coordinator Pelowski noted that the DNR testified against legislation establishing a pilot 
project which would allow ATV access to Hayes Lake State Park camping locations, and the bill 
was then defeated in Committee.  He invited DNR Commissioner Strommen to attend an upcoming 
County Board meeting to explain why they testified against this legislation.  Commissioner Sarah 
Strommen and NW Regional Director Rita Albrecht have agreed to attend the March 26th County 
Board Meeting.  Coordinator Pelowski distributed information from the Association of MN Counties 
concerning a training opportunity available for new Commissioners.  It was noted that the County 
Board Work Session is scheduled for Tuesday, March 5th.       
 
APPROVE BILLS 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Falk, seconded by Commissioner Horner, and carried 

by a 4 to 1 vote (Commissioner Wicklund abstained from voting due to a possible conflict 
concerning one of the bills to be paid) to approve the payment of the following warrants (warrant #s: 
139708 to 139839): 
 
Warrants Approved For Payment 2/14/2019 
 Vendor Name  Amount 
 CENTURYLINK  2,862.38 
 GREENBUSH CITY  4,400.00 
 WARROAD FIRE DEPARTMENT  3,640.38 
 11 Payments less than 2,000.00  9,124.16 

Final Total:  20,026.92 
 

Warrants Approved For Payment 2/21/2019 
 Vendor Name  Amount 
 TOWN OF BARNETT  23,563.01 
 TOWN OF BARTO  22,129.55 
 TOWN OF BEAVER  7,652.31 
 TOWN OF CEDARBEND  15,765.67 
 TOWN OF DEER  22,544.88 



 TOWN OF DEWEY  13,593.66 
 TOWN OF DIETER  21,123.40 
 TOWN OF ENSTROM  27,923.80 
 TOWN OF FALUN  18,809.78 
 TOWN OF GOLDEN VALLEY  15,723.39 
 TOWN OF GRIMSTAD  16,431.99 
 TOWN OF HEREIM  20,657.72 
 TOWN OF HUSS  15,348.98 
 TOWN OF JADIS  44,771.12 
 TOWN OF LAKE  88,682.72 
 TOWN OF LAONA  34,177.47 
 TOWN OF LIND  15,917.54 
 TOWN OF MALUNG  27,002.57 
 TOWN OF MICKINOCK  23,705.26 
 TOWN OF MOOSE  16,975.38 
 TOWN OF MORANVILLE  45,541.84 
 TOWN OF NERESON  16,568.10 
 TOWN OF PALMVILLE  7,831.57 
 TOWN OF POHLITZ  7,438.83 
 TOWN OF POLONIA  18,518.08 
 TOWN OF POPLAR GROVE  12,035.55 
 TOWN OF REINE  9,900.69 
 TOWN OF ROSS  28,468.90 
 TOWN OF SKAGEN  24,310.97 
 TOWN OF SOLER  16,094.73 
 TOWN OF SPRUCE  32,695.13 
 TOWN OF STAFFORD  20,736.30 
 TOWN OF STOKES  23,261.68 

Final Total:  755,902.57 
 

Warrants Approved For Payment 2/21/2019 
 Vendor Name  Amount 
 MN ENERGY RESOURCES  4,559.10 
 4 Payments less than 2,000.00  1,233.08 

Final Total:  5,792.18 
 

Warrants Approved On 2/26/2019 For Payment 3/01/2019 
 Vendor Name  Amount 
 BERGSTROM ELECTRIC INC  41,512.20 
 CDW GOVERNMENT INC  5,323.67 
 EVCO PETROLEUM PRODUCTS INC  2,717.60 
 FARMERS UNION OIL CO-WARROAD  6,654.10 
 GCR TIRES & SERVICE  2,458.38 
 HOUSTON ENGINEERING  2,892.50 
 JOHNSON CONTROLS  3,695.00 
 LIFECARE MEDICAL CENTER-HOME HEALTH 2,069.01 
 MATTSON PHARMACY INC  5,184.22 
 MN COUNTY ATTORNEYS ASSN  2,480.00 
 MSOP-MN SEX OFFENDER PROGRAM 4,625.20 
 NORTHERN RESOURCES COOPERATIVE  9,065.91 
 R & Q TRUCKING INC  8,186.05 
 ROSEAU CO COOP ASSN  9,371.96 
 SJOBERG'S INC  2,435.25 
 SUMMIT FOOD SERVICE-DBA  14,345.08 
 UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA  3,092.65 



 WARROAD CITY  3,976.00 
 55 Payments less than 2,000.00  18,537.55 

Final Total:  148,622.33 
  
 In addition, the Board approved two forthwith payments:  $28,891.99 to Lake Country 
Chevrolet for the Veteran Service Officer vehicle, and $29,514.15 to Rupp, Anderson, Squires, 
& Waldspurger for legal fees incurred for the Magnusson case. 
 
DELEGATIONS/BOARD APPOINTMENTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Richard Magnusson, Roseau County Ag Society/Red River Development Association (RRDA) -
Update 
 
 Richard Magnusson met with the Board to provide an update from the two organizations he 
represents, (RRDA and the Roseau County Ag Society), and to thank the Roseau County Board for 
their continued support of these organizations. He noted that the RRDA awards the annual Red 
River Valley Outstanding Farm Family.  Don and Sharon Christianson of Greenbush will be 
receiving this award at their annual banquet.  Also, the Roseau Ag Society manages the Roseau 
County Fair. In short, the 2018 Fair was a great success; and they have made improvements to 
numerous fair facilities the past few years, including:  restrooms, steel siding and roofing to all the 
buildings, and parking areas.  He also noted that they plan on tiling the horse arena, and have met 
with County HSEM Director Sue Grafstrom to develop an emergency action plan for the 
fairgrounds. 
 
Mike Pontius, MN Power – County Road 137 Utilization 
 
   Mike Pontius is the construction supervisor for the Great Northern Transmission Line, (MN 
Power).  He had met previously with the Highway Committee regarding utilization of County Road 
137 this spring during the road restriction period.  MN Power is willing to provide a purchase order 
for $200,000.00 to the County in case of needed road repair and/or maintenance.  Following 
discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Walker, seconded by Commissioner Horner, and 
carried unanimously to approve the $200,000.00 purchase order from MN Power to be used for 
possible future road repair and/or maintenance on CR 137.  Mr. Pontius also provided an update on 
the progress of the project.  He noted that it is anticipated that there will be continuous activity on 
this project until March 2020. 
 
Joe Laurin, County Road 139 Culvert 
 
 Joe Laurin met with the Board regarding his concern over the significant amount of snow 
this winter and the possibility of spring flooding. He believes that leaving the cap placed on the 
CR139 culvert is contrary to the legal advice previously provided to the County Board and may 
result in increased liability to the County.  He provided a packet of information for the 
Commissioners regarding the history of the CR139 culvert issue, and would like to discuss this 
matter further at a future meeting.  This issue will be added to the March 12, 2019 Highway 
Committee Meeting Agenda. 
    
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Commissioner Horner, seconded by 
Commissioner Falk, and carried unanimously. The Board, by adoption of its Consent Agenda, 
approved the February 11, 2019, Board Proceedings; approved providing $20,000.00 in funding for 
the Jail Transition Program; and approved the Application for Exempt permit for the Roseau/LOW 
Sportsman’s Club. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 



 
Auditor 
 
2018 Audit Engagement Letter 
 
 Auditor Monsrud requested the Board approve an Engagement Letter with Hoffman, 
Philipp & Knutson, PLLC, to provide the 2018 County audit.  Following discussion, a motion was 
made by Commissioner Walker, seconded by Commissioner Wicklund, and carried unanimously 
to approve the Engagement Letter with Hoffman, Philipp & Knutson, PLLC to provide the audit 
services to Roseau County.  
  
COUNTY BOARD ITEMS 
 
Warroad Harbor Project – Funding Request 
 
 Commissioner Walker requested that Roseau County provide $15,000.00 in Con Con funds 
to the Warroad Harbor Project.  He noted that the Warroad River Watershed Board has provided 
$10,000.00, and the City of Warroad $17,000.00, for this project.  After discussion, a motion was 
made by Commissioner Walker, seconded by Commissioner Horner, and carried unanimously to 
authorize expenditure of $15,000.00 in Con Con funds for the Warroad Harbor Project. 
 
Lake of the Woods (LOW) One Watershed One Plan (1W1P) Governance Structure 
 
 There are currently two potential legal governance structures available for the 
implementation of the LOW 1W1P: 1) Joint Power Collaboration (JPC), or 2) Joint Powers Entity 
(JPE). Commissioner Walker had recently attended a 1W1P meeting and stated that Lake of the 
Woods County is supporting the JPE option to govern this plan. Following discussion, 
Commissioner Swanson requested that the Board defer this item to the March 5th County Board 
Work Session in order to have a thorough discussion of the issue.  Janine Lovold, (Roseau County 
SWCD), noted that selection of the governance structure must be a unanimous decision between 
the five parties involved in the LOW 1W1P implementation, (LOW County, Roseau County, and the 
3 Watershed District Boards).  If the selection decision is not unanimous, then it would have to be 
governed as a JPC.  Board consensus was to defer this issue to the March 5th Board Work Session. 
 
Commissioner Committee Reports (January 22 – February 11, 2019)  
 
 Commissioner Falk reported on the following committee(s): Social Services Meeting; 
Safety Committee Meeting; Grant Opportunity Meeting; Northwest Community Action Meeting. 
 

Commissioner Horner reported that he has been out of town on business for the past 
two weeks so wasn’t able to attend any committee meetings. 
 
 Commissioner Swanson reported on the following committee(s):  Association of 
Minnesota Counties (AMC) Cannabis Committee Meeting; AMC Research Committee Meeting; 
Northern Counties Land Use Coordinating Committee Meeting; AMC Legislative Conference; 
AMC Extension Committee Meeting; AMC Public Safety Policy Committee Meeting; Television 
Interview with TPT on 2020 Census; Social Services Meeting; Safety Committee Meeting; Grant 
Opportunity Meeting; National Association of Counties Community, Economic, & Workforce 
Development Teleconference; AMC Futures Task Force Meeting.   
 
 Commissioner Walker reported on the following committee(s):  Social Services Meeting; 
Lake of the Woods 1W1P Meeting.  
 



 Commissioner Wicklund reported on the following committee(s):  Social Services 
Meeting; Grant Opportunity Meeting; HHW Regional Meeting; Two Rivers Watershed Board 
Meeting. 
 
 Upon motion carried, the Board adjourned the meeting at 10:00 a.m. The next Regular 
meeting of the Board is scheduled for Tuesday, March 12, 2019 at 8:30 a.m.  
 
 
Attest: Date:   
 
    
Jeff Pelowski, County Coordinator Jack Swanson, Chair 
Roseau County, Minnesota  Board of County Commissioners 
 Roseau County, Minnesota 
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