
PROCEEDINGS OF THE ROSEAU COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

July 23, 2019 
 

The Board of Commissioners of Roseau County, Minnesota met in the Courthouse in the City 
of Roseau, Minnesota on Tuesday, July 23, 2019. 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
 The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Board Chair Jack Swanson. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited. Commissioners present were Roger Falk, John Horner, Jack Swanson, 
Russell Walker and Daryl Wicklund.  Others present were Jeff Pelowski, Joleen Kezar, Kristy Kjos, 
Martie Monsrud, Sue Grafstrom, Karla Langaas, Terry Kveen, Laura Dempsey-Kveen, Tim Kveen, 
Layn Kveen, Norm Kveen, and Mitch Magnusson. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
  

 Social Services Director, Karla Langaas requested adding the authorization to hire a Social 
Worker Supervisor, and to advertise to hire a Social Worker to Department Reports.  Auditor 
Monsrud requested adding a Petition to alter the boundaries of the unorganized north and south 
portions of Jadis Township, and a tax-forfeited property in the City of Strathcona to be listed as non-
conservation land to County Board Items.  A motion to approve the amended Agenda was made by 
Commissioner Walker, seconded by Commissioner Falk, and carried unanimously. 
 
COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Auditor Monsrud reminded the Board that the Roseau County Fair Parade is this afternoon.  
Coordinator Pelowski noted that there is a Wage Committee meeting today.      
  
APPROVE BILLS 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Wicklund, seconded by Commissioner Walker, and 

carried unanimously to approve the payment of the following warrants: 
 
Warrants Approved For Payment 7/11/2019 (Warrant #140814-140834) 
 Vendor Name  Amount 
 CENTURYLINK  3,193.87 
 MN DEPT OF FINANCE -TREAS  3,255.00 
 NORTH STAR ATV CLUB  8,257.19 
 POLARIS INDUSTRIES INC  7,462.69 
 RIVERFRONT STATION  5,270.20 
 ROSEAU CITY  10,780.57 
 15 Payments less than 2,000.00  7,299.06 

Final Total:  45,518.58 
 

Warrants Approved For Payment 7/18/2019 (Warrant #140835-140851) 
 Vendor Name  Amount 
 CONNELL/RORY  2,000.00 
 MARK SAND & GRAVEL CO  956,356.00 
 ROSEAU RIVER WATERSHED DIST  6,232.50 
 SATHER LAW OFFICE  14,102.63 
 SIKORSKI/SHANON  2,000.00 
 SWINGEN CONSTRUCTION CO  44,842.04 
 11 Payments less than 2,000.00  5,836.47 

Final Total:  1,031,369.64 



 
Warrants Approved On 7/23/2019 For Payment 7/26/2019 (Warrant #140852-140946) 
 Vendor Name  Amount 
 BRIGGS  2,861.00 
 CDW GOVERNMENT INC  2,757.48 
 CUMMINS NPOWER LLC  2,068.95 
 EVCO PETROLEUM PRODUCTS INC  3,505.95 
 FARMERS UNION OIL CO-WARROAD  5,432.80 
 GENERAL EQUIP & SUPPLIES INC  5,797.80 
 JOHNSON OIL CO INC  5,757.72 
 LIBERTY TIRE RECYCLING SERVICES  3,314.34 
 LIFECARE MEDICAL CENTER-HOME HEALTH 2,125.16 
 MAR-KIT LANDFILL  41,498.00 
 MATTSON PHARMACY INC  2,216.52 
 MSOP-MN SEX OFFENDER PROGRAM-D 462 4,476.00 
 NORTHERN RESOURCES COOPERATIVE  20,534.36 
 PRO-WEST & ASSOCIATES INC  3,185.00 
 ROSEAU CO COOP ASSN  9,149.03 
 ROSEAU CO HWY DEPT  28,363.68 
 RUPP ANDERSON SQUIRES & WALDSPU 4,747.10 
 78 Payments less than 2,000.00  35,443.42 

Final Total:  183,234.31 
 
DELEGATIONS/BOARD APPOINTMENTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS:   
 
Kveen Family and Mitch Magnusson 
 
 The Kveen family met with the Board to discuss their family farm and to request Board 
support in their efforts to keep their land. The DNR and the Roseau River Watershed Board 
(RRWD) want to purchase their land for the Roseau Lake Bottom Flood Control Project. If 
successful, their 1300 acres of farmland, which is currently being farmed by Mitch Magnusson, 
would be reduced to only 80 acres. They stated that they have requested an environmental study 
on the project from the RRWD, but to their knowledge, a study has not been completed.  Norm 
Kveen owns an additional 400 acres of land that will also be a part of this Project and he stated that 
he doesn’t want to sell either.  Commissioner Swanson thanked them for providing this information 
to the Board; however, he also informed them that the County does not have direct jurisdiction over 
this project.      
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Commissioner Falk, seconded by 
Commissioner Walker, and carried unanimously. The Board, by adoption of its Consent Agenda, 
approved the July 9, 2019, Board Proceedings; approved the Authorization to Advertise for the 
Roseau River Watershed Board opening; approved the payroll change for the Veterans Service 
Officer; approved the re-appointment of Colleen Lorenson to the Social Services Board; and 
approved the payroll change for the Assessor. 

 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
Social Services 
 
Authorization to Hire – Social Work Supervisor 
 



 Social Services Director, Karla Langaas requested the Board authorize the internal hire of 
Carrie Rath for the position of Social Work Supervisor.  Following discussion, Commissioner Falk 
motioned to approve the hire of Carrie Rath, at a Grade 10, Step B wage, effective August 12, 
2019, seconded by Commissioner Wicklund, and carried unanimously. 
 
Authorization to Advertise for Hire – Social Worker 
 
 Social Services Director, Karla Langaas requested the Board authorize an Advertisement to 
Hire a Social Worker to fill Carrie Rath’s previous position.  Commissioner Swanson motioned to 
authorize advertising to hire a Social Worker, seconded by Commissioner Falk, and carried 
unanimously.   
 
COUNTY BOARD ITEMS 
 
Petition to alter the boundaries of Unorganized North and South portions of Jadis Township 
 
 Auditor Monsrud received a petition from the residents of the North and South Unorganized 
portions of Jadis Township to alter the boundaries by combining the two areas.  A date and time for 
a public hearing must be set and a notice of public hearing must be provided at least 30 days prior 
to the hearing.  A motion to set a public hearing date of August 27, 2019, 8:40 a.m., to take public 
comment concerning the proposed combination of the North and South Unorganized portions of 
Jadis Township, was made by Commissioner Falk, seconded by Commissioner Walker, and carried 
unanimously. 
 
Tax-Forfeited Land in the City of Strathcona 
 
 Auditor Monsrud requested the Board classify the tax-forfeited land in the City of Strathcona 
as non-conservation land.  After discussion, Commissioner Wicklund made a motion to approve 
designating the tax-forfeited land in the City of Strathcona as non-conservation land, seconded by 
Commissioner Horner, and carried unanimously. 
 
 
Commissioner Committee Reports (June 25 – July 9, 2019)  
 
 Commissioner Falk reported on the following committee(s):   Social Services Board 
Meeting; Highway Committee Meeting; Safety Committee Meeting; Roseau River Watershed 
Board Meeting; Courthouse Utilization Employee Meeting; Natural Resources Joint Powers 
Board Meeting; Fair Board Dinner. 
 
 Commissioner Horner reported on the following committee(s):   Social Services Board 
Meeting; Highway Committee Meeting; Safety Committee Meeting; Courthouse Utilization 
Employee Meeting. 
 
 Commissioner Swanson reported on the following committee(s):  Domestic Violence 
Advisory Committee Meeting; Lawsuit Mediation; Roseau School Board Meeting; Social 
Services Board Meeting; Highway Committee Meeting; Safety Committee Meeting; Northwest 
Minnesota Housing and Redevelopment Authority Meeting; Association of Minnesota Counties 
Cannabis Committee.   
 
 Commissioner Walker reported on the following committee(s):   Social Services Board 
Meeting; Highway Committee Meeting; Natural Resources Joint Powers Board Meeting; Fair 
Board Dinner.  
 



 Commissioner Wicklund reported on the following committee(s):   Quin County Board 
Meeting; Social Services Board Meeting; Highway Committee Meeting; Two Rivers Watershed 
Board Meeting; Courthouse Utilization Employee Meeting; Fair Board Dinner. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
 HSEM, Sue Grafstrom discussed with the Board the Disaster Declaration for the flooding 
of roads this spring.  She has been working on gathering information and submitting it to the 
State.  Due to the Presidential Declaration, Roseau County is eligible for Federal reimbursement 
of County funds expended to repair the damaged areas. 
 
Upon motion carried, the Board adjourned the meeting at 10:10 a.m. The next Regular meeting 
of the Board is scheduled for Tuesday, August 13, 2019 at 8:30 a.m.  
 
 
 
Attest: Date:   
 
    
Jeff Pelowski, County Coordinator Jack Swanson, Chair 
Roseau County, Minnesota  Board of County Commissioners 
 Roseau County, Minnesota 
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