City Of Albion
Albion Downtown Development Authority
Regular Meeting Minutes – April 12, 2017


I. CALL TO ORDER

 Chairperson Mike Tymkew called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m.

II. ROLL CALL 

	X
	Scott Brown
	
	X
	Linda LaNoue

	
	Garrett Brown
	
	X
	Don Masternak

	X
	Joe Domingo
	
	X
	Mike Tymkew

	
	Alfredia Dysart-Drake
	
	X
	Nidia Wolf

	X
	Scott Evans
	
	
	Jennifer Yawson

	X
	Marcola Lawler
	
	
	




Administration: Sheryl L. Mitchell, City Manager and Jill Domingo, City Clerk.

	
III. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes 

	A. March 8, 2017 Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion by N Wolf, supported by S Evans to approve prior regular meeting minutes as presented.

(MOTION carried, voice vote)		

IV. Correspondence – Board Member M Lawler stated she and some other Council Members will be at the Forks Senior Center today at 3:30 to color Easter eggs.  Lucy Jo will also be there.

V. Order of Business

A. Update on Books and More-Jim & Staci Stuart

Jim and Staci Stuart updated the DDA with the progress of Stirling Books & Brew with the following highlights:
· They purchased the building last May and the actual business last month
· Books and More was closed on April 1st, 2017
· May 1st, 2017 they will open as Stirling Books & Brew.
· The building is being remodeled from floor to ceiling
· The front portion of the building will be a café, the center will be books (both new & used) and the back will remain as the coffee area. They will be heavily expanding the new book area which will also be sold on Amazon.  All books will be on a computerized system.
· The building will offer an open floor plan, updated modern décor and new bookshelves.
· They will offer the same type of products as previously such as honey, jewelry and will also offer some pottery products.
· They will be adding bakery products made by Corrine Atchison along with a full line of coffee and tea.
· They have verbal approval from the Health Department to move forward with the kitchen, however will wait for written approval before beginning the café portion of the renovation
· They will be featuring the exterior of the building with new paint for the front and back, an awning and signs for the front and rear of the building which have been approved by the City.
· They would like to stripe the back parking lot but was asked but the City not to.  
· May 1st will be opening day and they will have a string quartet.
· They will also feature recurring weekly events as follows:
· Tuesday’s-Local Focus
· Thursdays’-Poetry/Open Mic
· Friday’s-Trivia Night
· Saturday’s-Live Music
· The seating capacity is 35-40.

Comments were received from Board Members S Evans, M Tymkew, N Wolf and S Brown.

Board Member S Brown asked City Manager Mitchell about striping the parking lot.  

City Manager Mitchell stated the City owns 2/3 of the parking lot and the remaining 1/3 is owned by Double Vision.  The City is currently working on striping the lot.

	
B. MDOT Update on Superior Street Reconstruction Project

City Manager Mitchell stated MDOT began April 10th, 2017 and is moving forward with construction.  There are providing weekly/bi-weekly email updates. A request was received from MDOT to use the City owned parking lot across from the Dollar Store and the ABA owned parking lot behind Bigbee Coffee for staging of equipment.

Board Member N Wolf stated there is currently no handicap parking behind Superior Street such as (Citizens Bank, Illusions and The Bohm Theatre).  She inquired as whether the Board would designate temporary handicap parking while Superior Street was being renovated.  

Board Member J Domingo stated there were only two businesses that have handicap rear entrances so handicap parking should not raise an issue.

Board Member N Wolf also asked about the MDOT tree removal and felt citizens may take issue with the trees being removed.

Board Member L LaNoue asked whether the tree removal had been advertised.

Additional comments were received from Board Members M Tymkew and S Evans.

C. Miscellaneous Items	

Board Member N Wolf stated she and Al Smith are working on the Cruise-In which will be held on Thursday, June 29th, 2017.  A letter will be mailed to the food vendors and local businesses with the location of the car show.  

City Manager Mitchell stated the Peabody Project located at 400 S. Superior Street has received preliminary approval of $800,000 from the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC). An RFP has been sent out for a certified grant administrator.  The grant will be facilitated through the City of Albion.  

City Manager Mitchell asked a Board Member of the DDA to sit on the committee to select the certified grant administrator.

Board Member M Tymkew volunteered to sit on the committee.

D. Excuse Absent Board Members

Motion by S Brown supported by N Wolf to excuse Board Members Brown, Dysart-Drake and Yawson.

(MOTION carried, voice vote)		
	    
VI.	Citizens Comments (Persons addressing the DDA shall limit their comments to no more than 5 minutes.  Proper decorum is required.)

Board Member N Wolf stated a presentation will be held on Thursday, April 13th, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at 101 Norris Hall on opioid addiction.  

Additional comments were received from L LaNoue.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The next meeting will be May 10th, 2017 but may be cancelled if we have lack of agenda items.

VII.      ADJOURNMENT
	
Motion by J Domingo, supported by S Brown to adjourn the meeting of the DDA. 

(MOTION CARRIED, voice vote).

Meeting adjourned the meeting at 7:58 a.m.

Recorded by Jill Domingo
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