
Albion Building Authority  

Special Meeting 

June 25, 2019 
Noon 

Albion Food Hub 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

 

I.   Call to Order 

II.   Roll Call  
 

III.   Approval of Minutes June 12, 2019 
 
IV.       Old Business 
  
V.     New Business 

 
A. Discussion Upstairs Apartments-112 W. Erie St. 
B. Approval Quit Claim Deed for Transfer of 1109 Austin Avenue to AEDC 
          

VI.   Public Comment (Persons addressing the ABA shall limit their  
        comments to no more than 5 minutes Proper decorum is required) 

 
VII.   Excuse Absent Board Member(s) 

VIII.  Adjournment 
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Albion Building Authority 
June 12, 2019 Regular Meeting 

 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

The June 12, 2019 ABA Regular Meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. by 
Chairman M Tymkew. 
 

II.        Roll Call 
 

PRESENT: M Tymkew, Chair, J Domingo, C Farmer, K Markovich, Vice 
Chair, E Seedorf 

 
ABSENT: All members were present 
 
STAFF:  Scott Kipp, Interim City Manager/Chief Public Safety; Jill Domingo, 
City Clerk; Amy Deprez, AEDC President and Laura Overholt, Food Hub 
Manager. 
 

III. Approval of Minutes: 
 
 May 29, 2019 

 
K Markovich moved, supported by C Farmer, CARRIED, to Approve May 
29, 2019 minutes as presented. (5-0, vv) 

 
IV. Old Business-None 

 
V. New Business 

 
A. Discussion/Approval Repairs on Garage on Eaton Street 
 

Chair M Tymkew stated the garage on Eaton Street is currently being used 
by the Recycling Center for storage and needs repair.  The lease 
agreement between the ABA and Recycling Center goes from October 1st 
through September 30th.  Should the ABA Board choose to make changes 
to the lease agreement, it needs to be done 90 days in advance.  Chair M 
Tymkew has asked Director of Planning, Building & Code Enforcement 
Tracy to provide the Board with quotes for both repairs of the building and 
demolition of building.   
 
Questions/Comments were as follows: 
 The building was painted and had trim repair last year 
 Does the building sit on contaminated ground? 
 Concerned with ceiling falling down in the south corner of the building 
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 Does the City contribute to the Recycling Center?  The City pays the 
power bill and contributes $7,000 per year. 
 

The consensus of the ABA Board is to not take any action on the building 
currently. 

 
Interim City Manager/Chief Public Safety Kipp asked if the Board would be 
willing to let the Recycling Center repair the building at their own cost. 

 
The consensus of the ABA Board is fine with the County repairing the 
building. 
 
Comments were received from Chair M Tymkew; Vice Chair K Markovich; 
J Domingo; Interim City Manager/Chief Public Safety Kipp and Director of 
Planning, Building & Code Enforcement Tracy. 

 
B. Discussion/Approval of Easement & Right of Way Grant Agreement for 

Albion River Trail Expansion 
 

Interim City Manager/Chief Public Safety Kipp gave a brief overview of the 
River Trail Expansion. 

 
Question/Comments were as follows: 

 
 Will the easement/right of way be affected by the M-199 Road diet?  

The River Trail Expansion will be out of MDOT’s right of way. 

 This is the only property the AEDC does not own in that area. 
 Would the Board be willing to consider deeding the 1109 Austin 

property to the AEDC? The consensus of the Board is to ask City 
Attorney Harkness to draft the quit claim deed for 1109 Austin Avenue. 

 Is the AEDC also ok with the easements/right of ways required to 
expand the Albion River Trail? The Albion Economic Development 
Corporation has approved an easement/right of way for the Albion 
River Trail Expansion. 

 Maintenance of the Trails may also be an issue 
 

K Markovich moved, supported by J Domingo to Approve the 
Easement/Right of Way Grant Agreement for 1109 Austin Avenue for the 
Albion River Trail Expansion. (5-0, vv) 

 
C. Discussion-Program Available to Assist with Reconstruction of Apartments 
 

Amy Deprez, Albion Economic Development Director stated the CDBG has 
funding available through a Reno Rehab Program which was an old 
MSHDA program.  This is the easiest program to complete.  These are 
federal funds that are funneled through the State. 
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Some of the requirements and stipulations are listed below: 
 The City would need to apply for the grant and must have the funding 

up front.  
 The cap is $75,000 per unit with a $60,000 reimbursement which is a 

25% percent match and 75% percent reimbursement.   
 The funding cannot be used for commercial space 
 Three of the four units must be available to LMI for one term of lease.  

Amount is usually around $700.00 
 

Questions/Comments: 
 Is the exterior of the building included for renovations?  A façade grant 

can be combined with this which would be a 50% reimbursement 
 There are currently structural issues in the basement of the building 
 Is there a requirement for an elevator?  No requirement for an elevator 

under the grant 

 The building currently has four apartments can this be reduced to three 
apartments. Yes, the reimbursement would remain 75% per apartment. 

 Currently there is a need and demand for every size of apartments 
 How does this compete with private development?  It would enhance it 

as there as the need for housing is in big demand 

 The concept is that if you bring residential downtown that it will bring 
back commercial which also ties in with the Big Albion Plan that is 
trying to bring both residential and commercial to the downtown at the 
same time 

 Need to get an idea of best use of apartments 
 No parking behind the building 
 May use public lot across the street 
 Currently only one entrance/exit to apartments-will a second exit need 

to be added?  Will need to investigate City ordinance 
 

Next Steps: 
 Meet with Consultant-Suggested Bruce Johnson, Revitalize as he is 

working on several other projects in the City to get an initial overview of 
the project 

 Will need an architect to do initial drawings and renderings as these 
are required to be submitted with the application 
 

Timeline: 
 30 days for State letter of interest 
 6-month application process 
 30 days for approval of application & agreement  
 State will inspect for lead & asbestos but if they find something it will 

need to be dealt with 
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It is the consensus of the ABA Board to hold a Special Meeting on 
Tuesday, June 25th at Noon at the Food Hub to meet with Bruce Johnson, 
Revitalize to get an initial overview of the project and walk-through 
apartments. 
 
Comments were received from Chair M Tymkew; Vice Chair K Markovich; 
J Domingo; C Farmer and Interim City Manager/Chief Public Safety Kipp. 
 

VI. Public Comment (Persons addressing the ABA shall limit their comments to 
no more than 5 minutes-Proper decorum is required)   
 
J Domingo asked about the problems with the Food Hub and whether or not 
they have been repaired. 
 
Laura Overholt stated there is an issue with the support beam in the 
basement. 
 
Interim City Manager/Chief Public Safety Kipp stated he will look into the 
issue and report back to the Board. 
 
Vice Chair K Markovich asked if City Attorney Harkness will draft the quit 
claim deed for 1109 Austin Avenue and add to the 6-25-19 Board agenda for 
approval. 
 
Vice Chair K Markovich asked whether the contract extension with Snyder 
Management had been completed. 
 
Interim City Manager/Chief Public Safety Kipp stated he had checked into 
how other Senior Management Housing was conducted.  Marshall manages 
their facility with in-house staff; Coldwater and Sturgis manage their facility 
through their Housing Commission. 
 
Andra Robison stated she is working with her attorney on the agreement and 
would let the Board know later today.  She asked if the Board would be willing 
to terminate the contract on July 11th and enter into a contract with her. 
 
The City Attorney has recommended to the ABA Board that extension of the 
contract would be best at this time. 

 
VII. Excuse Absent Board Member(s) 

 
No action necessary as all members were present. 
 

VIII. Adjournment 
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K Markovich moved, supported by C Farmer, CARRIED, to adjourn the 
meeting.  (5-0, vv) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 

Recorded By:  J Domingo, City Clerk 
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