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Planning Commission 
February 21, 2018 

 
 
I. Call To Order 
 

The February 21, 2018 Planning Commission meeting was called to order at 7:00 
p.m. by Chairperson Strander and a quorum declared.   
 

II. Roll Call of the Commission 
 

 PRESENT: T Pitt, S Ponds, L Reid, G Strand, G Strander, R Valdes. 
 
 ABSENT: G Brown and S Kipp 
 

Staff Present:  S Mitchell, City Manager, J Domingo, City Clerk and J Tracy, 
Director Building, Planning & Code Enforcement 
 

III. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes- 
A. January 17, 2018 
 
T Pitt moved, R Valdes supported, CARRIED, to approve the Prior Planning 
Commission minutes as presented. (Voice Vote) 

IV. Correspondence-None 

V.  Order of Business 
 
 A. 2017 Annual Planning Commission Report 
 

Lauren Freeman, AmeriCorps Vista member gave the Planning Commission 
an overall description of the 2017 Annual Planning Commission Report which 
included all legislative actions completed by the Planning Commission and 
joint meetings held with the Albion City Council. 
 
Chair G Strander stated that the ordinance requires the Planning Commission 
to complete an annual Planning Commission report for Council approval. 
 
Commissioner T Pitt asked whether an ex-officio member was able to vote. 
 
Chair G Strander stated an ex-officio member is a member by virtue of one’s 
position or status and is able to vote. 
 
Commissioner G Strander asked what the MPEA is. 
 
City Manager Mitchell stated it is the Michigan Planning Enabling Act. 
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T Pitt moved, G Strand supported, CARRIED, to approve 2017 Annual 
Planning Commission draft report for submission to Albion City Council for 
approval.  (Voice Vote) 

 
 
B. Discussion-Medical Marihuana Zoning Ordinance 
 

City Manager Mitchell stated the Albion City Council approved the 2nd reading 
and adoption of the Medical Marihuana Ordinance.  The City has approved 4 
of the 5 types of licenses.  They are grower facility, safety compliance facility, 
processor facility and secure transporter.  The only change that was made to 
the ordinance from the first reading was to change the total number of 
licenses per category to a total of twenty (20) licenses.  The Council also has 
asked for a resolution to adopt a non-refundable $5,000 fee per license. 

 
Director of Planning, Building & Code Enforcement Tracy gave the following 
update on the Medical Marihuana Zoning Ordinance: 

• Explained the application process along with a flow chart of the various 
department approvals 

• A brief overview of the Medical Marihuana ordinance 

• Planning Commission approval should be based on application meeting the 
guidelines set forth in the ordinance 

• A draft application was supplied to the Commission 

• For Planning Commission approval, the Commission with be provided with 
application, department reports, site plan and zoning ordinance. Planning 
Commission will make determination on whether or not to submit for 
approval to the Albion City Council. 

• There may be changes to the ordinance along the way 
• The following is a list of the attached City of Albion Zoning Ordinance 

sections with proposed amendments. 
Medical Marihuana Facilities to be located in B-3, M-1-P, M-2 & M-2-P 
Districts. 

• Amend. Add definition to Chapter 30, Section 30-4. Definitions. 

• Amend. Chapter 30. Division 8. B-3 Highway Service Business 
District for Safety Compliance, Facility, Processor Facility and Secure 
Transporter as permitted use.  

• Amend. Chapter 30. Division 9. Section 30-269 Light Industrial Parks 
(M-1-P) for Grow Facility, Safety Compliance Facility, Processor 
Facility and Secure Transporter as permitted use.  

• Amend. Chapter 30. Division 10. M-2 Heavy Industrial District for 
Grow Facility, Safety Compliance Facility, Processor Facility and 
Secure Transporter as permitted use. 

• Most of the changes to the zoning ordinances have already been 
defined in the Medical Marihuana Ordinance. 
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• Parking, landscaping, fencing and outdoor storage will all be defined in the 
zoning ordinance. 

 
Questions/Comments from the Commission are as follows: 

• Can the name of the business be placed on the outside of the building? 
Signage is covered in the Medical Marihuana Ordinance that states exterior 
signage or advertising identifying the facility as a Grower Facility shall be 
prohibited. 

• How many contained areas will pop up in the City and how many eight (8) 
foot fenced lots with the City end up with? Most of the interest has been in 
the growing licenses in the Industrial Park. Based on the zone and the 
school restrictions, we should not end up with many eight (8) foot fenced 
lots all over the City. 

• Are there restrictions of opening a church in these zones? Churches are 
restricted in an industrial zone. 

• Most setbacks are covered in the main ordinance although some may be 
defined in the zoning ordinance. 

• Can the zoning ordinance be changed to allow for a type of fence that 
allows visibility into the facility instead of a chain link fence? 

 
Comments were received from Commissioners G Strand, L Reid, G Strander, 
T Pitt and R Valdes and City Manager Mitchell. 

 
The consensus of the Planning Commission is to change the fencing 
requirement to an eight (8’) fence that allows for visibility into the facility. 

 
T Pitt moved, R Valdes supported, CARRIED, to amend zoning ordinance to 
require an eight (8’) foot fence that allows for visibility into the facility and to 
set the public hearing for the March 20, 2018 Planning Commission meeting. 
(Voice Vote) 

 
C. Zoning Re-Write Sub-Committee Report 
 

Director of Planning, Building & Code Enforcement Tracy stated the sub-
committee worked on two articles.  The first being small and the second was 
definitions.  The bulk of the meeting was spent on adding and changing 
definitions.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, March 15th and will be 
approximately two (2) hours.  They will be working on two (2) chapters and 
will start working on the zoning ordinance. 

 
D. Excuse Absent Commissioners 
 

S Ponds moved, L Reid supported, CARRIED, to excuse Commissioners G 
Brown and S Kipp. (Voice Vote) 
 

VI. Public Comments  
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No public comments were received. 
 
Commission comments were as follows: 
 
Commissioner R Valdes asked for additional information on the Local Historic 
District Committee. 
 
City Manager Mitchell stated the Council approved the creation of the Local 
Historic District Committee and the Mayor asked that interest parties follow the 
Boards & Commissions procedures.  Only one application was received for the 
committee.  City Manager Mitchell stated under the Michigan Planning Enabling 
Act, the Planning Commission may appoint advisory committees whose 
members are not members of the Planning Commission. 
 
Chair Strander asked for a discussion item on the next Planning Commission 
agenda for a discussion on creating an advisory committee for the Local Historic 
District. 
 
Chair Strander asked about the status of appointments to the open seats on the 
Planning Commission. 
 
City Manager Mitchell stated an agenda item for appointment to the Planning 
Commission was on the February 20, 2018 Council agenda but the agenda item 
was postponed.  The Michigan Planning Enabling Act states “A member shall 

hold office until his or her successor is appointed”, therefore until an appointment 
is made, Commissioner G Strand will maintain his seat on the Planning 
Commission. 

 
VII. Adjournment 

 
T Pitt moved, S Ponds supported, CARRIED, to adjourn the meeting.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

 
 

Recorded By:  Jill Domingo, City Clerk 


