Planning Commission
April 19, 2016


I. Call To Order

The April 19, 2016 Planning Commission meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Strander and a quorum declared.

II. Roll Call of the Commission

T Pitt, G Brown, J Tracy, S Brown, G Strand, J Domingo, G Strander, L Washburn, W. Dick

Staff Present:  S Mitchell, City Manager; J Domingo, City Clerk

Absent: None

III. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes

Pitt moved, Washburn supported, CARRIED, to approve the March 15, 2016 Planning Commission minutes as drafted.

IV. Correspondence – None

V. Order of Business

A. Miscellaneous Items
· Ben Wade-Microbrewery

City Manager Mitchell gave a brief overview of the interest expressed in opening a microbrewery downtown.

Ben Wade gave the Planning Commission a brief overview of the microbrewery company he and his partners, Charles Monroe and John Rogers would like to open in the downtown area. 

Mr. Wade highlighted the following:

· He and partners Charles Moreau and John Rogers formed Malleable Brewery Company, LLC.
· They are currently working on a business plan, securing a downtown location and working with investors.
· This will be a microbrewery and will produce approximately 400 barrels per year.
· They would like to create a great social atmosphere and help to grow the City’s downtown business.
· It will take approximately 9 months to get the business set up.  They would like to open in mid to late 2017.
· He has met with Director Tracy and Lenardson on zoning and water and sewer.
· They want to be transparent and build support.
· Items they will need help with are as follows:
· They need to understand the process of opening a business in Albion
· Would like to align with other things going on in the City.
· Will need to deal with parking.  Would like to use the public parking lot.
· Will need zoning variances.
· Looking for any guidance they can receive.
· Will need a special use permit approved by the Planning Commission.
· Need to complete state licensing.

Comments were received from Commissioners Dick, Domingo, Tracy, Strander and Strand.

· Proposed Hotel Update

City Manager Mitchell stated the unofficial preliminary drawings have been completed for the downtown hotel.  The site plan should be going to zoning in the next week.

Commissioner Tracy gave the following update on the proposed hotel:

· The hotel will take up the entire block.
· It will be three (3) stories and 75 rooms.  It will have a bistro/restaurant and a conference room area.
· The parking lot will be behind the hotel on Clinton Street.  The hotel will have a Superior Street entrance and address. There will be an awning on the front of the building.
· Developer is asking for on-street and overnight parking.
· The developer must submit a site plan, special use permit and zoning.  This may take 30 to 45 days for this process.
· Downtown parking may be an issue.
· The front of the building will maintain the historic look and architecture of downtown as much as possible.
· The developer has been in contact with MDOT and also Director of Public Services Lenardson pertaining to water and sewer.

Comments were received from Commissioners Brown, Tracy, Dick, Strand, Domingo, and Pitt.

· 101 N. Superior Street Update

City Manager Mitchell gave a brief overview of the 101 N. Superior Street building highlighting the following:

· Building will be a community hub
· It is anticipated that ownership will be transferred to Albion College
· The building will have a canopy on the front of the building that has been approved by MDOT
· The renovation is moving forward
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Albion College is working with Consumers Power for an easement for underground utilities
· They have had to remove a lot of the bricks and will be replacing with something similar.  They will keep building as historic as possible.
· The building is currently a big improvement.
· The Albion Community Foundation may be moving into this space.  They will be selling their current building to the Bohm Theatre that will enable the Bohm to have a second screening area.

Comments were received from Commissioners Pitt, Tracy and Strand.

· Redevelopment Ready Community Update

City Manager Mitchell highlighted the following updates on the Redevelopment Ready Community:

· We have received the contract with the MEDC to move forward.
· A series of community forums will be scheduled in the coming months for city engagement. 
· Currently looking for partners to work with the RRC. Perhaps the AmeriCorps group.

B. Excuse Absent Commissioners

No action was necessary as all commissioners were present.

VI. Citizen Comments 

Commissioner Tracy updated the Commission on other activities.  They are as follows:

· Taco Bell will be ready to open in approximately 30 days.  They have 3 weeks left of actual building and then a week of additional items to complete.
· A new 6500 sq. foot business will be opening in the east side strip mall.  A lease has already been signed.  It will be a clothing store similar to TJ Max.  The other two buildings in the strip mall are also looking at opening new businesses.  One will be 2,000 sq. ft. and the other 22,000 sq. ft.  It looks very promising for these businesses to open.
· KFC and Arby’s are both updating the exterior of their buildings.
· The Redevelopment Ready Committee has signed a joint memorandum with the MEDC and will be moving forward.
· Smoke Testing has begun and will run through the end of the month. This is testing the City’s water and sewer lines.
· Superior St. between Michigan Ave. and Cass St. and Erie St. between Hannah St. and Darrow St. will be closed between April 25, 1016 and May 7, 2016 for repairs to the railroad crossing.

Comments were received from Commissioner Pitt.

VII. Adjournment

Dick moved, Pitt supported, CARRIED, to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.


Recorded By:  Jill Domingo, City Clerk
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