City of Albion
City Council Meeting
September 19, 2016


I. Call To Order

Mayor Domingo opened the regular session at 7:00 p.m.

II. Moment of Silence To Be Observed

III. Pledge of Allegiance

IV. Roll Call

Maurice Barnes (1), Lenn Reid (2), Garrett Brown (3), Rebecca Decker (4), Cheryl Krause (5), Andrew French (6) and Mayor Joe Domingo.

Staff Present:  Sheryl Mitchell, City Manager; Cullen Harkness, City Attorney; John Tracy, Director, Building, Planning & Code Enforcement and Scott Kipp, Chief Public Safety.

V.        Mayor & Council Member’s Comments

Comments were received from Council Member Krause.

	VI.	Presentations

A. Big Read Presentation-Jess Roberts

Jess Roberts stated in October 2016, Albion is celebrating The Big Read, which is a program of the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest. The Big Read celebration will be filled with programming aimed at bringing our community together around Ray Bradbury’s dystopian novel Fahrenheit 451.  The afternoon of October 1st, includes a kick-off event, a parade and celebration at the Historic Holland Park, which will include circus performers, live music, local vendors, crafts, and lots of fun. The Big Read book hubs are the City Manager’s Office @ City Hall, The Albion District Library, The Bohm Theatre and the Charles Snyder building.  Books may be picked up at any of the book hubs.


	B. SAW Grant-Smoke Testing Results-Jeff Wingard

This agenda item has been postponed to the October 3rd, 2016 council meeting due a time conflict with Jeff Wingard.

Krause moved, Decker supported, CARRIED, to postpone the SAW Grant Smoke Testing Results until the October 3rd, 2016 Council Meeting.  (7-0, vv)

	C. Sister City Proclamation

Mayor Domingo and the Mayor’s Youth Council members presented a proclamation to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Sister City relationship and the 50th Anniversary of the Festival of the Forks.

	D. Proclamation-Sergeant Kurt Etter

Mayor Domingo and Chief Kipp presented a certificate of appreciation to Sergeant Kurt Etter.

	E. Introduction of PSO Justin Reniger

Chief Kipp introduced Public Safety’s new employee PSO Justin Reniger.  PSO Reniger began on Saturday, September 17, 2016 working the Festival of the Forks.  Chief Kipp presented oath of office.

VII.	Citizen’s Comments 

No comments were received.

VIII. Consent Calendar

A. Approval Regular Council Session Minutes – September 6, 2016

French moved, Barnes supported, CARRIED, to approve the Consent Calendar as presented. (7-0 vv)

IX. Items for Individual Discussion

A. Request Approval Letter of Understanding for POAM Union (RCV)

Comments were received from City Manager Mitchell.

French moved, Krause supported, CARRIED, to Approve Letter of Understanding for POAM Union as presented. (7-0, vv)
	
B. Request Approval Resolution # 2016-57, To Approve The Big Read Celebration at Holland Park and Use of Sound Amplification Equipment (RCV)

Brown moved, French supported, CARRIED, to Approve Resolution # 2016-57, To Approve The Big Read Celebration at Holland Park and Use of Sound Amplification Equipment as presented. (7-0, rcv)

C. Discussion/Update on Next Street Project (Irwin Avenue)

Council Member Brown has received questions and concerns from residents about the deterioration of Irwin Avenue.  He is proposing looking at repairing Irwin Avenue as there is a lot of traffic and is a major street. The City is on the list for 2018 funding in the amount of $375,000 from the Albion-Marshall Small Urban Group.  This project included Finley to Woodlawn.

Council Member Decker expressed concern that Irwin Avenue will be an alternate route for Superior Street and would like Irwin Avenue to be done after the Superior Street project is complete. 

Council Member Barnes asked if an amount had been estimated for the project and if there will be a match involved.

City Manager Mitchell stated the estimated amount of the project is approximately $1.4 million and there is a match involved.

Council Member Krause praised the City for waiting until the off season to get bids.

Mayor Domingo stated the traffic on Finley will be running over.

D. Request Approval to Close Cass Street between Superior and Clinton Beginning at 10 a.m. on Thursday, October 13 through 6 p.m. on October 14, 2016. The Purpose of this Closing would be to Allow set up for the Event and Space for Guests of the College and City to participate in the Grand Opening of the Ludington Building, 101 N. Superior Street, Albion.

Comments were received from City Manager Mitchell.

French moved, Decker supported, CARRIED, to Approve the Closing of Cass Street between Superior and Clinton Beginning at 10 a.m. on Thursday, October 13 through 6 p.m. on October 14, 2016. The Purpose of this Closing would be to Allow set up for the Event and Space for Guests of the College and City to participate in the Grand Opening of the Ludington Building, 101 N. Superior Street, Albion as presented. (7-0, rcv)

E.  City Manager Report

City Manager Mitchell updated the Council on the following items:

· The Big Read Program
· Cancellation Stamp at the post office for 30 days only
· Sister City
· Thanked the crews and officers for their hard work with the Festival of the Forks and painting over the graffiti
· September 28th, the machinery will be there for the Downtown Hotel.

F.  Future Agenda Items

· Council Member Barnes asked for an update on the business district on Austin Avenue and also demolitions and abatements.
· Council Member Krause asked for addresses for grant for blight removal
· Council Member Reid asked for rules on drop boxes as stuff has been piled up outside of them.
Mayor Domingo stated the boxes are on private property and asked John to call the company.


G 	Motion to Excuse Absent Council Member (s) (VV)

No action was necessary as all members were present.		

X. Citizen’s Comments

Comments were received from Mike Bearman, 11016 29 Mile Rd; Lavada Weeks, 917 Luther Dr; Mayor Domingo and Chief Kipp.

XI. Adjournment

 French moved, Decker supported, CARRIED, to adjourn council session. (7-0 vv)

Mayor Domingo adjourned the meeting at 7:37 p.m.
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