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I. CALL TO ORDER

 Chairperson Mike Tymkew called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m.

II. ROLL CALL 

	
	Scott Brown
	
	X
	Linda LaNoue

	X
	Garrett Brown
	
	X
	Don Masternak

	X
	Joe Domingo
	
	X
	Mike Tymkew

	X
	Alfredia Dysart-Drake
	
	
	Nidia Wolf

	X
	Scott Evans
	
	
	Jennifer Yawson

	X
	Marcola Lawler
	
	
	




Administration: Sheryl L. Mitchell, City Manager and Jill Domingo, City Clerk, John Tracy, Director Building, Planning & Code Enforcement, Caitlyn Berard, Albion College Intern.

	
III. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes 

	A. February 8, 2017 Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion by S Evans, supported by D Masternak to approve prior regular meeting minutes as presented.

(MOTION carried, voice vote)		

IV. Correspondence – None

V. Order of Business

A. Update on Books and More-Jim & Staci Stuart

This item was not discussed as Jim and Staci Stuart were not present at the meeting.
	
B. Ismon House Update

City Manager Mitchell stated the Ismon House Board accepted the bid for the second floor renovation project.  It came in under $200,000.  They will begin fundraising efforts and are also applying for grants for the project.  They will be holding a fundraiser on April 8th, 2017.

Board Member Domingo inquired into the size and cost of the apartment portion of the renovation.  He felt the cost was excessive.

Additional comments were received from Board Members Evans who stated it appeared the cost of the apartment was $67,460 and the remaining $132,515.00 was for the additional second floor renovation for a total of $199,975.00

City Manager Mitchell also stated the Sister City Committee will be holding an event at the Albion Food hub in April that requires a liquor license.  The Sister City Committee has indicated they would like to hold a similar event at the Ismon House sometime in April.  The City of Albion does have an ordinance in place, however, we must be sure that we are in compliance and following the proper procedures.  The permit and cost associated with it are handled by the State of Michigan Liquor Commission.  The committee/party holding an event will be responsible for the liability insurance.  City Manager Mitchell will check with the City’s insurance to be sure the City has no liability.  If alcohol is not being sold, no permit is required.  City Manager Mitchell is just making the DDA aware of the situation.

Comments were received from Board Members Tymkew and Dysart-Drake.

C. Signage for Downtown Construction

City Manager Mitchell met with Greg Finnila from MDOT. He will be the MDOT construction manager for the Superior Street Project, scheduled to being in April 2017

An Open House for businesses and residents is being planned – tentatively on either Wed., March 29 or Thur., Mar. 30 from 4pm-6pm at the Ludington Center. She will make the Board aware of the final date.

The contract for the project was awarded to Hoffman Brothers, based in Battle Creek.

Mr. Finnila will be providing updates every 2 weeks, along with informational materials and updates on the MiDrive website.

He has also confirmed that he will be attending the April 12th DDA meeting.

Signs to identify parking in the rear of downtown buildings are being designed.
	
D. Miscellaneous Items-None

E. Excuse Absent Board Members

Motion by G Brown, supported by Evans to excuse Board Members Brown, Wolf and Yawson.

(MOTION carried, voice vote)		

	    
VI.	Citizens Comments (Persons addressing the DDA shall limit their comments to no more than 5 minutes.  Proper decorum is required.)

John Tracy, Director Building, Planning & Code Enforcement introduced Caitlyn Berard, an Albion College Intern who will be working on the GIS System and wayfinding signage.

Caitlyn Berard spoke briefly about the wayfinding signage and MDOT’s requirements.  Any additional information anyone may have pertaining to wayfinding signage would be greatly appreciated.

VII.      ADJOURNMENT
	
Motion by Domingo, supported by Dysart-Drake to adjourn the meeting of the DDA. 

(MOTION CARRIED, voice vote).

Meeting adjourned the meeting at 7:45 a.m.

Recorded by Jill Domingo
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