
CITY OF ALBION 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

Meetings:  First and Third Mondays – 7:00 p.m. 
 

City Council Chambers ♦ Second Floor ♦ 112 West Cass Street ♦ Albion, MI  49224 

 
 

REVISED AGENDA  
 

COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday, November 4, 2019 

7:00 P.M. 
 

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES DURING MEETING 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. MOMENT OF SILENCE TO BE OBSERVED 
 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

IV. ROLL CALL 
 

V. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA (Includes any proposed additions, deletions 
or other changes to the agenda) 

 
VI. PRESENTATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS 
 

A. Demolition of Union Steel Building-Calhoun County Land Bank 
 

B. Entrepreneurship & Community Service Certificates for: 

• TNT Beauty Supply 

• Cuts by Moose 

• Kerizma 

• Mike & Brenda Lopez 
                   
VII. PUBLIC HEARING-None 
          

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS (Persons addressing the City Council shall limit their 
comments to agenda items only and to no more than three (3) minutes. 
Proper decorum is required.) 

 

IX. CLOSED SESSION –None 
  

X. CONSENT CALENDAR (VV) (Items on Consent Calendar are voted on  
             as one unit) 
 

A. Approval Regular Session Minutes, October 21, 2019 
      

XI. ITEMS FOR INDIVIDUAL DISCUSSION 
 
A. Discussion/Approval City of Albion to Contribute Funding for Demolition 

of Union Steel Building 
 

COUNCIL-MANAGER 

GOVERNMENT 

 

Council members and 

other officials normally in 

attendance. 

 

 

David Atchison 

Mayor 

 

Vicky Clark 

Council Member 

1st Precinct 

 

Lenn Reid 

Council Member 

2nd Precinct 

 

Sonya Brown 

Mayor Pro-Tem 

Council Member 

3rd Precinct 

 

Marcola Lawler 
Council Member 

4th Precinct 

 

Jeanette Spicer 

Council Member  

5th Precinct   

 

Shane Williamson 

Council Member 

6th Precinct 

 

Darwin McClary 

 City Manager 

 

 The Harkness Law Firm 

Atty Cullen Harkness  

 

Jill Domingo 

City Clerk 

 

 
NOTICE FOR PERSONS WITH 

HEARING IMPAIR-MENTS 

WHO REQUIRE THE USE OF A 

PORTABLE LISTENING DEVICE   

 

Please contact the City 

Clerk’s office at 

517.629.5535 and a listening 

device will be provided 

upon notification.  If you 

require a signer, please 

notify City Hall at least five 

(5) days prior to the posted 

meeting time. 



CITY OF ALBION 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

Meetings:  First and Third Mondays – 7:00 p.m. 
 

City Council Chambers ♦ Second Floor ♦ 112 West Cass Street ♦ Albion, MI  49224 

 

B. Request Approval 2nd Reading & Adoption Ordinance # 2019-08, An 
Ordinance to Create Chapter 100, Article 1, Sections 1.1-1.3, Article 2, 
Sections 2.1-2.2, Article 3, Sections 3.1-3.19, Article 4, Sections 4.1-
4.13, Article 5, Sections 5.1-5.11, Article 6, Sections 6.1-6.6, Article 7, 
7.1-7.26, Article 8, Sections 8.1-8.5, Article 9, Sections 9.1-9.15, and 
Article 10, Sections 10-10.8, Zoning 

 
C. Request Approval 1st Reading Ordinance # 2019-09, An Ordinance to 

Amend Chapter 1, Section 1-28, Ethics 

 
D. Request Approval Consumers Energy Easement for Electric Facilities 

at 111 and 113 E. Erie St.   

 
E. Request Approval 1st Reading Ordinance # 2019-10, An Ordinance to 

Amend Chapter 22 to Add Article VI, Sections 22-220 through 22-227, 
Collection Bins 

 
XII.  FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

XIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS (Persons addressing the City Council shall limit their 
comments to no more than three (3) minutes.  Proper decorum is required). 

 

XIV. CITY MANAGER REPORT 
 

XV.  MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 

XVI.  MOTION TO EXCUSE ABSENT COUNCIL MEMBER (S) 
 

XVII. ROLL CALL 
 

XVIII. ADJOURN 
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City of Albion 
Council Session Minutes  

October 21, 2019 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Atchison called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

II.  MOMENT OF SILENCE TO BE OBSERVED 
 
III.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
IV.  ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: Vicky Clark (1); Lenn Reid (2); Sonya Brown (3); Marcola Lawler (4); 
Shane Williamson (6) and Mayor Atchison.   
 
ABSENT: Jeanette Spicer (5) 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
 
Cullen Harkness, City Attorney; Jill Domingo, City Clerk; Kent Phillips, Acting 
Interim Public Service Director; John Tracy, Director Planning, Building & Code 
Enforcement; Tom Mead, Finance Director and Scott Kipp, Chief Public Safety. 
 

V.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA (Includes any proposed additions, deletions or other 
changes to the agenda) 

 
Mayor Atchison asked to add a Red Ribbon Week presentation and a 
Proclamation for National Women’s Week. 
 
Council Member Lawler asked to move Agenda Items M & Q to Agenda Items B 
& C. 
 
Clark moved, Williamson supported, CARRIED, to Approve the Agenda with the 
above changes. (6-0, vv) 

 

VI.   PRESENTATIONS 
 

A. Red Ribbon Week 
 

Brian Marison, Director of Community Development for the Substance Abuse 
Prevention Services gave a brief overview of the history of Red Ribbon Week 
and how important the program is in our schools. The National Red Ribbon 
Week campaign will be celebrated from October 28th-November 1st.  

 



 

 

Page 2 of 9                                                                             Council minutes/10-21-2019 

 

  

 

 
B. Proclamation for National Women’s Week 

 
Mayor Atchison read aloud the Proclamation for National Women’s Week. 

 
VII.  PUBLIC HEARINGS-None 
   
VIII. PUBLIC Comments (Persons addressing the City Council shall limit their 

comments to agenda items and to no more than three (3) minutes.  Proper 
decorum is required.) 

 

Comments were received from Lavada Weeks, 917 Luther Dr. 
 

IX. CLOSED SESSION- The City Attorney requests a Closed Session under the 
Open Meetings act (Section 15.268 (h), P.A.  267 of 1976, as amended) to 
consider material exempt from discussion or disclosure by state or federal 
statute. 

 
Brown moved, Williamson supported, CARRIED to adjourn to Closed Session. 
(6-0, rcv) 
 
Mayor Atchison adjourned to closed session at 7:11 p.m. 
 
Mayor Atchison re-convened the regular session at 7:18 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: Vicky Clark (1); Lenn Reid (2); Sonya Brown (3); Marcola Lawler (4), 
Shane Williamson (6) and Mayor Atchison.   
 
ABSENT: Jeanette Spicer (5) 
 

X.  CONSENT CALENDAR (VV) Items on the Consent Calendar are voted on as 
one unit) 

 
A. Approval Regular Session Minutes, October 7, 2019 
B. Approval Special Session Minutes, October 8, 2019 
C. Approval Study Session Minutes, October 14, 2019 
D. Receive and File Planning, Building & Code Enforcement Report 

 
Mayor Atchison asked to correct the Special Session Minutes for October 8, 
2019, pages 2 & 3 to read Mayor Atchison called Point of Order not asked. 

 
Reid moved, Williamson supported, CARRIED, to Approve the Consent 
Calendar with the above correction. (6-0, vv) 
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XI.  ITEMS FOR INDIVIDUAL DISCUSSION 
 

A. Request Approval Mechanical Amusement Device for Cascarelli’s 
 

Comments were received from Council Members Reid, Williamson, Clark 
and Brown; Mayor Atchison; City Attorney Harkness and Finance Director 
Mead. 
 
Reid moved, Williamson supported, FAILED to Approve Mechanical 
Amusement Device for Cascarelli’s as presented. (1-5, rcv) (Clark, Brown, 
Lawler, Williamson and Mayor Atchison dissenting). 
 

B. Request Approval for Boards & Commission Appointment 
 Nidia Wolf, Partial DDA Term, Term to Expire 12-31-2020 

 
Comments were received from Council Members Williamson, Reid, Brown 
and Clark and Mayor Atchison. 
 

Clark moved, Brown supported, FAILED, To TABLE Nidia Wolf, Partial DDA 
Term, Term to Expire 12-31-2020 as presented. (3-3, rcv) (Williamson, Reid 
and Mayor Atchison dissenting. 
 
Comments were received from Council Members Brown, Lawler, Williamson 
and Clark and Mayor Atchison. 
 
Williamson moved, Reid supported, FAILED, To Approve Nidia Wolf, Partial 
DDA Term, Term to Expire 12-31-2020 as presented. (3-3, rcv) (Clark, 
Brown and Lawler dissenting). 
 

C. Request Approval Resolution # 2019-36, Resolution of Recognition and 
Appreciation for Chief Scott Kipp 

 
Comments were received from Council Members Williamson and Brown; 
Mayor Atchison and City Attorney Harkness. 
 

Brown moved, Lawler supported, FAILED, To TABLE Resolution # 2019-36, 
Resolution of Recognition and Appreciation for Chief Scott Kipp as 
presented. (3-3, rcv) (Reid, Williamson and Mayor Atchison dissenting). 
 
Williamson moved, Reid supported, CARRIED, To Approve Resolution # 
2019-36, Resolution of Recognition and Appreciation for Chief Scott Kipp as 
presented. (4-2, rcv) (Council Members Brown and Lawler dissenting). 

 
D. Request Approval Grower Renewal License for Greenhouse Farms, LLC 
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Comments were received from City Attorney Harkness. 
 
Williamson moved, Brown supported, CARRIED, To Approve Grower 
Renewal License for Greenhouse Farms, LLC as presented. (6-0, rcv) 
 

E. Request Approval Processor Renewal License for Greenhouse Farms, LLC 
 

Comments were received from City Attorney Harkness. 
 
Williamson moved, Clark supported, CARRIED, To Approve Processor 
Renewal License for Greenhouse Farms, LLC as presented. (6-0, rcv) 
 

F. Request Approval to Assess the Condition and Operability of Water 
Fountains in all City Parks and Incorporate Appropriate Maintenance 
Planning into the 2020 Budget 

 
Comments were received from Council Member Reid and Mayor Atchison. 
 
Brown moved, Clark supported, CARRIED, To Approve Assessing the 
Condition and Operability of Water Fountains in all City Parks and 
Incorporate Appropriate Maintenance Planning into the 2020 Budget as 
presented. (6-0, rcv) 

 
G. Request Approval to Install Irrigation System in Holland Park to Sustain 

Landscaping and Incorporate Installation into the 2020 City Budget 
 

Comments were received from Council Members Reid, Lawler and 
Williamson and Interim Director Public Services Phillips. 

 
Reid moved, Clark supported, CARRIED, To Approve Installing Irrigation 
System in Holland Park to Sustain Landscaping and Incorporate Installation 
into the 2020 City Budget as presented. (6-0, rcv) 

 
H. Request Approval for Installation of Pavilion in Holland Park 

 
Comments were received from Council Members Reid, Brown and 
Williamson; Mayor Atchison and Finance Director Mead. 

 
Williamson moved, Clark supported, CARRIED, To TABLE Installing Pavilion 
in Holland Park until approved by Planning Commission. (6-0, vv) 

 
I. Request Approval to Addendum to City Manager Contract for PTO Time 
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Comments were received from Council Members Brown, Williamson and 
Clark; Mayor Atchison and Finance Director Mead. 
 
Mayor Atchison asked to AMEND the agenda and Change Agenda Item I to 
Approval of Addendum to City Manager Employment Agreement. 
 
Williamson moved, Clark supported, CARRIED, to Amend Agenda Item I to 
Approval of Addendum to City Manager Employment Agreement. (6-0, rcv) 
 
Comments were received from Council Members Brown and Williamson; City 
Attorney Harkness and Finance Director Mead. 

 
Williamson moved, Clark supported, FAILED, To Approve Addendum to City 
Manager Employment Agreement as presented. (3-3, rcv) (Clark, Lawler and 
Mayor Atchison dissenting). 
 
**Council Member Brown called Privilege and left at 8:55 p.m. 
 
Mayor Atchison asked to Amend the Agenda and Add Approval of 
Modifications to the City Manager Employment Agreement for PTO Time, 
Retiree Health Care Opt-Out and Participation in the City’s Health Care Plan. 
 
Lawler moved, Reid supported, CARRIED, Amend the Agenda and Add 
Approval of Modifications to the City Manager Employment Agreement for 
PTO Time, Retiree Health Care Opt-Out and Participation in the City’s Health 
Care Plan. 
 
Mayor Atchison called Point of Order as discussion did not pertain to agenda 
item being discussed. 
 
Mayor Atchison called Point of Order as discussion did not pertain to agenda 
item being discussed. 
 
Lawler moved, Reid supported, CARRIED, To Approve Modifications to the 
City Manager Employment Agreement for PTO Time, Retiree Health Care 
Opt-Out and Participation in the City’s Health Care plan. (4-1, rcv) 
(Williamson dissenting). 

 
J. Request Approval 1st Reading Ordinance # 2019-08, An Ordinance to Create 

Chapter 100, Article 1, Sections 1.1-1.3, Article 2, Sections 2.1-2.2, Article 3, 
Sections 3.1-3.19, Article 4, Sections 4.1-4.13, Article 5, Sections 5.1-5.11, 
Article 6, Sections 6.1-6.6, Article 7, 7.1-7.26, Article 8, Sections 8.1-8.5, 
Article 9, Sections 9.1-9.15, and Article 10, Sections 10-10.8, Zoning 

 
Comments were received from Mayor Atchison and City Attorney Harkness. 
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Reid moved, Clark supported, CARRIED, To Approve 1st Reading Ordinance 
# 2019-08, An Ordinance to Create Chapter 100, Article 1, Sections 1.1-1.3, 
Article 2, Sections 2.1-2.2, Article 3, Sections 3.1-3.19, Article 4, Sections 
4.1-4.13, Article 5, Sections 5.1-5.11, Article 6, Sections 6.1-6.6, Article 7, 
7.1-7.26, Article 8, Sections 8.1-8.5, Article 9, Sections 9.1-9.15, and Article 
10, Sections 10-10.8, Zoning as presented. (5-0, rcv) 
 

K. Request Approval Resolution # 2019-33, A Resolution to Abandon the Right 
of Way Adjacent to the Intersection of S. Ann St. and W. Ash St. 
 
Comments were received from City Attorney Harkness. 

 
Reid moved, Clark supported, CARRIED, To Approve Resolution # 2019-33, 
A Resolution to Abandon the Right of Way Adjacent to the Intersection of S. 
Ann St. and W. Ash St. as presented. (5-0, rcv) 
 

L. Request Approval of $10,000 Deductible to Michigan Municipal League 
Liability and Property Pool 
 
Comments were received from City Attorney Harkness. 
 
Williamson moved, Reid supported, CARRIED, To Approve $10,000 
Deductible to Michigan Municipal League Liability and Property Pool as 
presented. (5-0, rcv) 
 
**Council Member Lawler called Privilege and left at 9:11 p.m. 
 

M. Discussion Results of Grocery Store Desert Committee Report 
 

Council Member Clark stated 500 printed copies of the grocery store survey 
were sent out and 356 collected.  The #1 store residents would like to see is 
Aldi’s and #2 is Meijers.  It also showed that most items purchased at Family 
Fare were smaller items.  She will provide Council with a more detailed 
report at a later date. 
 

N. Discussion Donation Boxes 
 

Mayor Atchison stated that City Attorney Harkness provided Council with a 
sample ordinance for donation boxes as the City currently does not have 
one.  He would also ask that the ordinance include some type of penalty. 

 
City Attorney Harkness stated a federal court case in 2016 ruled that you 
cannot ban donation boxes but you can regulate them through an ordinance.  
He will speak with the City Manager and draft an ordinance. 
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Council Member Reid asked who is responsible for the donation boxes if 
they are on private property and whether or not the companies can be 
contacted to pick up the donations more frequently. 

 
Director of Planning, Building & Code Enforcement Tracy stated the donation 
boxes have been a long-standing problem and that many of the boxes do not 
have the company name or contact information on them. 
 

O. Request Approval Resolution # 2019-34, A Resolution to Designate October 
31 as the Annual Trick or Treat Date in Albion 
 

Williamson moved, Reid supported, CARRIED, To Approve Resolution # 
2019-34, A Resolution to Designate October 31 as the Annual Trick or Treat 
Date in Albion as presented. (4-0, vv) 
 

P. Discussion Amend Ordinance # 2018-08, Code of Ethics, Amend Section 1-
28 N ii to Read “Said Public Hearing Shall Occur Within 30 Days of the Date 
the Three Council Members Notify the Mayor, Mayor Pro Tempe, City 
Attorney and City Manager in Writing, of Their Call for a Public Hearing”. 

 
Mayor Atchison asked to amend Ordinance # 2018-08, Code of Ethics, 
Section 1-28 N ii to Read “Said Public Hearing Shall Occur Within 30 Days of 
the Date the Three Council Members Notify the Mayor, Mayor Pro Tempe, 
City Attorney and City Manager in Writing, of Their Call for a Public Hearing”.   

 
City Attorney Harkness stated he will draft an amended Ordinance for 1st 
reading for the next meeting.  He also mentioned that in Section 4 of the 
violations that Section 12-n called for a super majority vote and Section 13-n 
called for a majority vote.  He recalled that both should have been just a 
majority vote.  

 
There was no objection from Council to change Section 12-n to a majority 
vote. 

 
Q. Request Approval of Resolution # 2019-35, Designation of October 28th – 

November 1st, 2019 as Red Ribbon Week 
 

Reid moved, Williamson supported, CARRIED, To Approve Resolution # 
2019-35, Designation of October 28th – November 1st, 2019 as Red Ribbon 
Week as presented. (4-0, vv) 
 

 
XII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
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No items were requested for future agenda items. 
 

XIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS (Persons addressing the City Council shall limit their 
comments to no more than three (3) minutes.  Proper decorum is required.) 
 
Comments were received from Andrew Sowa, Albion College student. 
 

XIV. CITY MANAGER REPORT 
 

City Manager McClary included a written report in the Council packets. 
 
Chief Kipp stated Eaton Street and Clinton Street in Albion will be closed at the 
north spur line railroad crossings starting Wednesday, Oct. 23 for two weeks 
while repairs to the crossings are completed and to please seek alternative 
routes during this time. 

 
XV. MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBER’S COMMENTS 
 

Comments were received from Council Members Clark, Reid and Williamson 
and Mayor Atchison. 
 

XVI. EXCUSE ABSENT COUNCIL MEMBER (S) 
 

Clark moved, Williamson supported, CARRIED, To Excuse Council Member 
Spicer (5). (4-0, vv) 
 

XVII. ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT: Vicky Clark (1); Lenn Reid (2); Shane Williamson (6) and Mayor 
Atchison.   
 
**Council Member Brown called Privilege and left at 8:55 p.m. 
 
**Council Member Lawler called Privilege and left at 9:11 p.m. 

 
ABSENT: Jeanette Spicer (5) 
 

XVIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Clark moved, Williamson supported, CARRIED, to adjourn the regular session. 
(4-0, vv) 
 

Mayor Atchison adjourned the Regular Session at 9:35 p.m. 
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__________________    _________________________ 

Date      Jill Domingo  
       City Clerk 



 

Council Action Summary Sheet 
 
 

 

Agenda Item #:  

Agenda Item Title: REQUEST FOR CONTRIBUTION TO UNION STEEL DEMOLITION 
PROJECT – CALHOUN COUNTY LAND BANK AUTHORITY 

Meeting Date: November 4, 2019 

Submitted by: Darwin McClary, City Manager 

Contact Information: (517) 629-7172; dmcclary@cityofalbionmi.gov  

Agenda Item Approvals: ☐  City Clerk 

☐  Finance Director/Treasurer 

☐  City Attorney 
❹  City Manager 

 

Background Brief:   

The Calhoun County Land Bank Authority is requesting that the city contribute $300,000 toward 

the cost of the demolition of the Union Steel building at 501 Berrien Street.  The oldest section 

of the building was constructed in 1908 with later additions and is severely dilapidated, a safety 

hazard, and a blighted property.  The property was subject of a tax reversion process and is now 

owned by the Authority.  The Authority engaged an engineering firm to perform a structural 

review of the property, and the report concludes that the structure should be demolished due 

to its safety risk and being an attractive nuisance to children and others.  Attached is a copy of 

the report. 

The Authority has solicited bids for the demolition of the property.  The bids range in price from 

$420,000 to more than $900,000, and the low bid expires on November 6.  The Authority hopes 

that the city will determine what, if any contribution, the city will make toward this project in 

time for the Authority to make a final determination on awarding a contract for the demolition 

prior to the bid expiration. 

The city has contributed funds to other Authority projects previously, but the contributions 

have been considerably smaller than the current request. 

Alternatives Analysis:   

No action.  The city council can take no action on the request, in which case the city will make 

no contribution toward the project.  Under this scenario, the Calhoun County Land Bank 

Authority would need to determine if it will proceed with the demolition and assume the full 

cost of the project.  If the Authority does not have the financial capacity to undertake the 

project on its own, the demolition bids will expire, and the property will remain in its current 

dilapidated, blighted, and dangerous state for the time being.  The bid prices of future bids is 

mailto:dmcclary@cityofalbionmi.gov
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uncertain.  The blighted property would continue to have an adverse effect on the values and 

desirability of surrounding properties. 

Authorize the requested $300,000 contribution to the project.  The city council may authorize a 

contribution to the project with a finding that the contribution constitutes a public purpose of 

eliminating blight, stabilizing the neighborhood, and reducing or eliminating a potential public 

safety hazard.  Monies would be drawn from the city’s General Fund reserves.  Any contribution 

from General Fund reserves would result in monies being diverted from other potential capital 

improvement or capital purchase projects of the city.  Attached is a copy of the most recent 

Capital Improvement Plan for council reference. 

Authorize a smaller contribution to the project.  The city council may authorize a contribution 

of less than $300,000 to the project as deemed reasonable by the council with the same public 

purpose findings outlined in the previous option.  The Authority would need to obtain 

alternative funding for the difference or determine that it does not have the financial capacity 

to complete the project.  If the Authority determines that it does not have the financial capacity 

to proceed with the project, the consequences would be the same as in the first option above. 

Summary of Previous Council Action:   

None 

Financial Impact:   

The Authority is requesting a $300,000 (approximately 71%) contribution from the city for the 

demolition project to cover the $420,000 low bid demolition cost.  These monies would be 

drawn from the city’s projected FY 2019 year-end unrestricted General Fund reserves of 

$1,357,386.  The city should maintain 15% to 20% ($645,000 to $860,000 based on budgeted 

expenditures of $4.3 million) unrestricted General Fund reserves at all times for cash flow 

purposes, leaving $497,386 available for any potential contribution.  A contribution to this 

project would result in the diversion of funds away from other capital needs of the city. 

Recommended Motion(s):   

#1 – To approve an amendment to the FY 2019 Budget to provide a supplemental appropriation 

in the amount of $________ from General Fund reserves to the appropriate revenue and 

expenditure accounts as determined by the Finance Director for the purpose of contributing 

toward the cost of the Calhoun County Land Bank Authority’s demolition of the Union Steel 

property located at 501 Berrien Street; and 

#2 – To approve a contribution from the city to the Calhoun County Land Bank Authority in the 

amount not to exceed $_________ upon approval and execution by the city of an acceptable 

intergovernmental contract and receipt of invoices acceptable to the Finance Director for the 

purpose of participating in the cost of the Authority’s demolition of the Union Steel property 

located at 501 Berrien Street.  The Calhoun County Land Bank Authority shall draft said contract 
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and submit the same to the City Attorney for review and approval as to legality in form and 

content prior to final approval by the city council. 

Attachments:   

ADM Engineering, LLC, Structural Review Report – 501 Berrien Street, Albion, Michigan 

(undated) 

City of Albion Capital Improvement Plan 2017-2022 
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CITY OF ALBION 
ORDINANCE #2019-08 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE CHAPTER 100, ARTICLE 1, SECTIONS 1.1-1.3, 
ARTICLE 2, SECTIONS 2.1-2.2, ARTICLE 3, SECTIONS 3.1-3.19, ARTICLE 4, 
SECTIONS 4.1-4.13, ARTICLE 5, SECTIONS 5.1-5.11, ARTICLE 6, SECTIONS 

6.1-6.6, ARTICLE 7, 7.1-7.26, ARTICLE 8, SECTIONS 8.1-8.5, ARTICLE 9, 
SECTIONS 9.1-9.15, AND ARTICLE 10, SECTIONS 10-10.8, ZONING 

 
Purpose and Finding: 

As the City Council is aware, the Planning Commission and Planning Department 
have been endeavoring to update the City’s Zoning Ordinance. An updated 
version has been approved by the Planning Commission. The updated version 
reflects changes in the law, streamlines the number of zoning classifications, and 
incorporates changes made by councils over the years. A public hearing was 
held on October 7, 2019 to approve the adoption of the changes proposed by the 
Council. Given that this is a modification to an ordinance, a first and second 
reading is required. Approval is recommended.  

THE CITY OF ALBION ORDAINS: 

Section 1. Chapter 100, Article 1, Sections 1.1-1.3, Article 2, Sections 2.1-2.2, 
Article 3, Sections 3.1-3.19, Article 4, Sections 4.1-4.13, Article 5, Sections 5.1-
5.11, Article 6, Sections 6.1-6.6, Article 7, Sections 7.1-7.26, Article 8, Sections 
8.1-8.5, Article 9, Sections 9.1-9.15, and Article 10, Sections 10.1-10.8, of the 
Codified Ordinances of the City of Albion, is hereby created as follows: 

CHAPTER 100: ZONING 
 

Please refer to the attached Exhibit A entitled “Zoning Ordinance” which is 
hereby incorporated by reference as though fully set forth herein. The Articles 
and Sections contained in the attached exhibit shall correspond to the Articles 
and Sections referenced in Section 1 of this Ordinance. 
 
Section 2. Severability.  This ordinance and each article, section, subsection, 
paragraph, subparagraph, part, provision, sentence, word and portion thereof are 
hereby declared to be severable, and if they or any of them are declared to be 
invalid or unenforceable for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, the 
remainder of this ordinance shall not be affected. 
  

 
This Ordinance shall take effect on November 19, 2019 after publication. 
 
First Reading:     Second Reading & Adoption: 
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October 21, 2019     November 4, 2019    
 
Ayes _____      Ayes   _____   
Nays _____      Nays   _____ 
Absent_____      Absent_____ 
 
 
_________________________   _________________________ 
Jill Domingo,      David Atchison, 
Clerk       Mayor. 
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CITY OF ALBION 
ORDINANCE #2019-09 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 1, SECTION 1-28, ETHICS 

 
Purpose and Finding: 

As the City Council is aware, at the council’s most recent meeting, the Mayor 
proposed a modification to subsection (N) of the ordinance which relates to the 
timeframe in which a hearing is to be held regarding a potential ethics violation. 
The new language would require the hearing to be held within 30 days of when 
the three council persons calling for the public hearing notify the mayor, mayor 
pro tem, City Attorney, and the City Manager. Additionally, in reviewing the 
original ordinance, a typo was noted in sub-section (n)(12). It references a super 
majority vote while sub-section (n)(13) references a majority vote. Sub-section 
(n)(12) is also being amended to reflect a simple majority vote.   

THE CITY OF ALBION ORDAINS: 

Section 1. Chapter 1, Section 1-28, Sub-sections (N)(2) and (N)(12) of the 
Codified Ordinances of the City of Albion, are hereby amended as follows: 

Section 1-28: ETHICS 
 

(N) Enforcement and penalties: All city council members and the mayor shall 
have the primary responsibility to assure that they understand and meet 
the standards set forth in this ordinance and that the public can continue 
to have full confidence in the integrity of government. The disciplinary 
procedure shall be as follows: 
 
(2) In the event the meeting as described in subsection (n)(i) does not 

satisfactorily resolve the issue, or in the event the suspected 
council member has repeatedly violated this section, or if the 
violation is viewed to be especially serious, any three council 
members may call for a public hearing before council to determine 
whether the alleged violation has occurred, and if so, what 
sanctions, if any should be imposed. Said public hearing shall 
occur within 30 days of the date the three council persons notify 
the Mayor, the Mayor Pro Tem, the City Attorney, and the City 
Manager, in writing, of their call for a public hearing. 

 
(12) At the conclusion of the presentation of evidence or the closing 

comments of the accused council member, whichever is later, 
council members, excluding the accused council member, shall 
vote to determine whether or not there is a violation by a majority 
vote. 
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Section 2. Severability.  This ordinance and each article, section, subsection, 
paragraph, subparagraph, part, provision, sentence, word and portion thereof are 
hereby declared to be severable, and if they or any of them are declared to be 
invalid or unenforceable for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, the 
remainder of this ordinance shall not be affected. 
  

 
This Ordinance shall take effect on December 18, 2019 after publication. 
 
First Reading:     Second Reading & Adoption: 
   
 
November 4, 2019     November 18, 2019    
 
Ayes _____      Ayes   _____   
Nays _____      Nays   _____ 
Absent_____      Absent_____ 
 
 
_________________________   _________________________ 
Jill Domingo,      David Atchison, 
Clerk       Mayor. 
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Master Tract# ROW000916058928 
SAP# 1048509552 
Design# 11069349 
Agreement# MI00000046612 
 
 
CITY OF ALBION, a Michigan municipal corporation, whose address is 112 West Cass Street Albion, Michigan 49224 
(hereinafter “Owner”) 
 
for $1.00 and other good and valuable consideration [exempt from real estate transfer tax pursuant to MCLA 207.505(f) and 
from State real estate transfer tax pursuant to MCLA 207.526(f)] grants and warrants to 
 
CONSUMERS ENERGY COMPANY, a Michigan corporation, One Energy Plaza, Jackson, Michigan 49201 (hereinafter 
“Consumers”) 
 
a permanent easement to enter Owner’s land (hereinafter “Owner’s Land”) located in the City of Albion, County of Calhoun, and 
State of Michigan as more particularly described in the attached Exhibit A to construct, operate, maintain, inspect (including 
aerial patrol), survey, replace, reconstruct, improve, remove, relocate, change the size of, enlarge, and protect a line or lines of 
electric facilities in, on, over, under, across, and through a portion of Owner's Land (hereinafter “Easement Area”) as more fully 
described in the attached Exhibit B, together with any pole structures, poles, or any combination of same, wires, cables, 
conduits, crossarms, braces, guys, anchors, transformers, electric control circuits and devices, location markers and signs, 
communication systems, utility lines, protective apparatus and all other equipment, appurtenances, associated fixtures, and 
facilities, whether above or below grade, useful or incidental to or for the operation or protection thereof, and to conduct such 
other activities as may be convenient in connection therewith as determined by Consumers for the purpose of transmitting and 
distributing electricity.  
 
Additional Work Space:   In addition to the Easement rights granted herein, Owner further grants to Consumers, during initial 
construction and installation only, the right to temporarily use such additional work space reasonably required to construct said 
lines.  Said temporary work space shall abut the Easement Area, on either side, as required by construction.   
 
Access: Consumers shall have the right to unimpaired access to said line or lines, and the right of ingress and egress on, over, 
and through Owner’s Land for any and all purposes necessary, convenient, or incidental to the exercise by Consumers of the 
rights granted hereunder. 
 
Trees and Other Vegetation:  Owner shall not plant any trees within the Easement Area.  Consumers shall have the right from 
time to time hereafter to enter Owner’s Land to trim, cut down, and otherwise remove and control any trees, brush, roots, and 
other vegetation within the Easement Area.  Consumers shall have the right from time to time hereafter to enter Owner’s Land 
to trim, cut down, and otherwise remove and control any trees, brush, or other vegetation located outside of the Easement Area 
which are of such a height or are of such a species whose mature height that in falling directly to the ground could come into 
contact with or land directly above Consumers’ facilities. 
 
Buildings/Structures:  Owner agrees not to build, create, construct, or permit to be built, created, or constructed, any 
obstruction, building, septic system, drain field, fuel tank, pond, swimming pool, lake, pit, well, foundation, engineering works, 
installation or any other type of structure over, under, or on said Easement Area, whether temporary or permanent, natural or 
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man-made, without a prior written agreement executed by Consumers’ Real Estate Department expressly allowing the 
aforementioned. 
 
Ground Elevation:  Owner shall not materially alter the ground elevation within the Easement Area without a prior written 
agreement executed by Consumers Real Estate Department allowing said alteration. 
 
Exercise of Easement:  Consumers’ nonuse or limited use of this Easement shall not preclude Consumers’ later use of this 
Easement to its full extent. 
 
Ownership: Owner covenants with Consumers that they are the lawful fee simple owner of the aforesaid lands, and that they 
have the right and authority to make this grant, and that they will forever warrant and defend the title thereto against all claims 
whatsoever. 
 
Successors:  This Easement shall bind and benefit Owner’s and Consumers’ respective heirs, successors, lessees, licensees, 
and assigns. 
 
Counterparts: This Easement may be executed simultaneously in two or more counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an 
original and all of which together shall constitute one and the same instrument.  It is not necessary that all parties execute any 
single counterpart if each party executes at least one counterpart. 
 
Date:    Owner: CITY OF ALBION, a Michigan municipal corporation 
 
 
    
  By: Darwin D.P. McClary 
  Its: City Manager 
 
   
     
   

Acknowledgment 
 
The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me in   County, Michigan, 

on    by  Darwin D.P. McClary, City Manager of the City of Albion, a Michigan municipal  
 Date              

corporation, on behalf of the corporation. 

   
  Notary Public 
  County, Michigan 
 Acting in   County 
  My Commission expires:   
 
 
PROPERTY OWNERS MAIL  REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE USE ONLY 
SIGNED EASEMENT TO:   
   
Amber Wiswell #190-4 Prepared By: Return recorded instrument to: 
Consumers Energy Company Nicole Corts 10/15/19 Carrie J. Main, EP7-287 
311 E Michigan Avenue Consumers Energy Company Consumers Energy Company 
Battle Creek, MI 49014 One Energy Plaza One Energy Plaza 
 Jackson, MI 49201 Jackson, MI 49201 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

Owner’s Land 
 
 

Land situated in the City of Albion, County of Calhoun, State of Michigan: 
 
Lot 29, Assessor’s Replat of part of Mill Reserve, being a part of the Northwest 1/4 of the Northwest 1/4 of Section 2, Town 3 
South, Range 4 West, according to the recorded plat thereof Calhoun County Records. 
 
Parcel ID: 51-002-129-00 
 
Also known as: 111 East Erie Street, Albion, Michigan 49224 
 
Beginning at the Southeast corner of Lot 29 of the Assessor’s Replat of part of Mill Reserve and Block 48 of the Original Plat, 
being a part of the Northwest 1/4 of the Northwest 1/4 of Section 2, Town 3 South, Range 4 West, according to the recorded 
plat thereof, Calhoun County Records, described as: Thence North 00°08’14” East along the East line of said Lot 92.38 feet to 
the Northeast lot corner; thence West along North line of said lot 51.09 feet to a point 8.20 feet East of the East line of the 
public alley as shown on said plat; thence North 00°08’14” East parallel to said alley 45.96 feet; thence North 89°34’39” East 
along curb face 37.00 feet, thence South 00°08’36” West 188.21 feet to the North line of Erie Street; thence West along said 
line 15.70 feet to Point of Beginning.  
 
Parcel ID: 51-002-128-01 
 
Also known as: 113 East Erie Street, Albion, Michigan 49224 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

Easement Area 
 

 
A 30.00 foot-wide strip of land, being 15.00 feet on each side of the centerline of the line constructed on Owner's Land, the 
centerline to be located approximately as shown in the attached drawing.  
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CITY OF ALBION 
ORDINANCE #2019-10 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 22 TO ADD ARTICLE VI, SECTIONS 

22-220 THROUGH 22-227, COLLECTION BINS 
 
Purpose and Finding: 

As the City Council is aware, the City has been experiencing various issues 
relating to collection bins. These are the bins which certain organizations use to 
collect donations of clothing and other materials. Some of these companies are 
failing to maintain the bins, allowing them to fall into disrepair. Additionally, the 
bins are not regularly emptied and the surrounding areas are littered with items. 
This ordinance creates a permitting process for the bins and penalties for non-
compliance. Approval is recommended. 

THE CITY OF ALBION ORDAINS: 

Section 1. Chapter 22 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Albion, is 
hereby amended, by adding Article VI, Sections 22-220 through 22-227 as 
follows: 

Article VI: COLLECTION BINS 
 
Section 22-220: Definitions 
 

a. As used in this Article, the following words or phrases shall have the 
following meaning(s): 

 
1. Collection bin means any container, receptacle, or similar device 

that is located on any parcel or lot of record within the City and 
that is used for soliciting and collecting the receipt of clothing, 
household items, or other salvageable personal property. This 
term does not include bins for the collection of recyclable material, 
any rubbish or garbage receptacle. 
 

2. Collection bin operator means a person who owns, operates, 
supervises or otherwise is in control of collection bins to solicit 
collections of salvageable personal property. 
 

3. Property owner means any person, agent, firm or corporation 
having a legal or equitable interest in the property; or recorded in 
the official records of the State, county or municipality as holding 
title to the property. 
 

4. Real property means a lot, plot or parcel of land recorded and 
located in the City of Albion. 
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Section 22-221: Permit Required 
 

a. No person or entity shall cause or permit the installation or placement of 
a collection bin upon any real property located within the City of Albion, 
whether public or private, without first obtaining an annual permit from 
the City Clerk. 

 
Section 22-222: Permit Application 
 

a. An application for a collection bin permit, as required by Section 22-221 
shall be made to the City Clerk upon forms provided by the City. Such 
application shall be filed with the City Clerk not less than thirty (30) days 
prior to date that the collection bin is placed on real property. One annual 
permit is required for each collection bin. The application shall contain 
the following information: 

1. An affidavit and acknowledgment from the property owner, giving 
written permission to place a collection bin on the property owner's 
real property, as well as an acknowledgment of receipt of a copy 
of this chapter, and a signed statement agreeing to obey all of its 
requirements; 

2. A site plan indicating the placement of the collection bin, in 
compliance with the requirements of Section 22-223; 

3. The name, address, telephone number and e-mail address of the 
applicant, property owner and collection bin operator; 

4. The name, address, telephone number and e-mail address of the 
agent or person who will be available during regular business 
hours and will be responsible for compliance; 

5. A photograph of the collection bin to be installed; 

6. The number to a 24-hour hotline for overflow events; 

7. A nonrefundable permit fee determined by resolution as set by 
City Council; 

8. A copy of the license and registration from the State of Michigan 
under the Michigan Consumer Protection Act (Act 331 of 1976, as 
amended) and/or the Charitable Organizations and Solicitations 
Act (Act 169 of 1975, as amended), if statutorily required; 

9. In order to bring existing collection bins into compliance with this 
section, collection bin operators, of existing collection bins, shall 
have 30 days from the effective date of this ordinance to submit a 
permit application to the City Clerk; 
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b. A collection bin permit is valid for a one-year period. The renewal 
application must be filed not later than thirty (30) days before the current 
permit expires. If the permit expires and the permit is not renewed, the 
collection bin must be removed from the real property within ten (10) 
days after expiration of the permit. 

 
Section 22-223: Permitted Locations 
 

a. Collection bins are allowed in the "M-1" Light Industrial District, "M-2" 
Heavy Industrial District, and "C" Commercial District. 

b. Collection bins shall not be located within one thousand (1,000) feet from 
another collection bin as measured along a straight line from one bin to 
the other. 

c. Collection bins shall not be placed on any public property owned by the 
City of Albion. 

 
Section 22-224: Standards for Bins and Surrounding Area 
 

a. Collection bins shall conform to the following standards: 

1. Collection bins shall be maintained in good condition and 
appearance with no structural damage, holes or visible rust and 
shall be free of graffiti. 

2. Collection bins are required to be placed on a paved or concrete 
surface. Collection bins must be level and stable. 

3. Collection bins shall be locked and be equipped with a secure 
safety chute so contents cannot be accessed by anyone other 
than those responsible for the retrieval of the contents. 

4. The collection bins shall be emptied with such frequency and 
regularity as to ensure that it does not overflow and materials do 
not accumulate outside the collection bin. 

5. The collection bin operator and property owner shall maintain, or 
cause to be maintained, the area surrounding the bins free from 
any overflow collection items, furniture, rubbish, debris, hazardous 
materials, and noxious odors. To extent provided by law, the 
collection bin operator and/or property owner shall be jointly and 
severally responsible for the City's cost to abate any nuisance. 
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6. Collection bins shall be located on a parcel where there is a 
functioning and permitted use. Collection bins shall not be 
permitted: 

i. On any land used or zoned residential; 

ii. On any unimproved parcel; 

iii. Where the principal use of the land has been closed or 
unoccupied for more than thirty (30) days. 

iv. One collection bin on a single lot of record is allowed. 

v. The total size of a collection bin is limited to a maximum 
dimension of 5ft × 5ft × 7ft. 

vi. Collection bins shall not cause a visual obstruction, as 
determined by the Director of Public Safety or Director of 
Public Services, to vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 

vii. No collection bin shall be placed closer than ten feet from: 

A. A public sidewalk; 

B. A public right-of-way; 

C. A driveway; or 

D. A side or rear property line of adjacent property used 
for residential purposes. 

7. Collection bins shall not be placed in a designated fire lane, in or 
adjacent to a handicap parking space, or block a building entrance 
or exit. 

8. Collection bins shall be made of durable metal or UV resistant 
molded hard plastic or fiberglass material that is fire resistant or 
fire proof. 

 
Section 22-225: Permit Revocation 
 

a. If the Public Services Department and/or Planning Department 
determines that a collection bin has been placed or is being maintained 
in violation of this Article, a correction notice shall be sent by regular 
United States Mail to the collection bin operator and property owner of 
the real property on which the collection bin has been placed, as 
reflected on the most recent permit application. In the event there is not 
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on file a permit application made for the collection bin within 24 months 
immediately preceding the date of violation, the correction notice shall be 
sent to the real property tax payer of record in the Assessor's Office. The 
correction notice shall describe the offending condition and the actions 
necessary to correct the condition. The correction notice shall provide 
that the offending condition be corrected or abated within seven (7) 
calendar days after mailing. 

b. If the offending condition is not corrected or abated within seven (7) 
calendar days after mailing, the City or the City's contractor may clean-
up the collection bin area. 

c. All costs incurred by the City or the City's contractor associated with the 
correction or abatement of a collection bin shall be the responsibility of 
the property owner and collection bin owner. If such obligation is not paid 
within thirty (30) days after mailing of a bill of costs to the property 
owner, the City may place a lien upon such real property enforceable as 
a tax lien in the manner prescribed by the general laws of this State 
against the property and collected as in the case of general property tax. 
If the same is not paid prior to the preparation of the next assessment roll 
of the City, the amount shall be assessed as a special tax against such 
premises on the next assessment roll and collected thereunder. 

d. The City Clerk shall have the right to revoke any permit issued hereunder 
if: 

1. Offending conditions cited in a correction notice are not corrected 
or abated within seven days after mailing; 

2. Placement or conditions of the bin or surrounding area violate any 
applicable State or Federal law; 

3. Any governmental authority or agency determines that the 
collection bin has violated the Michigan Consumer Protection Act 
(Act 331 of 1976, as amended) and/or the Charitable 
Organizations and Solicitations Act (Act 169 of 1975, as 
amended) or other statute enacted to regulate or govern collection 
bins. 

4. Upon revocation of permit issued pursuant to this Article, the 
collection bin shall be removed from the real property within ten 
calendar days and, if not so removed within the time period, the 
City or the City's contractor may remove, store or dispose of the 
collection bin. 

5. All costs incurred by the City or the City's contractor associated 
with removal, storage or disposal of a collection bin shall be the 
responsibility of the property owner and collection bin owner. If 
such obligation is not paid within thirty (30) days after mailing of a 
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billing of costs to the property owner, the City may place a lien 
upon such real property enforceable as a tax lien in the manner 
prescribed by the general laws of this State against the property 
and collected as in the case of general property tax. If the same is 
not paid prior to the preparation of the next assessment roll of the 
City, the amount shall be assessed as a special tax against such 
premises on the next assessment roll and collected thereunder. 

6. If a collection bin permit is revoked, the collection bin operator 
shall not be eligible for a new permit for a period of one (1) year 
from the date of revocation. 

Section 22-226: Appeal to City Council 
 
Any person aggrieved by the decision rendered by the City Clerk in granting or 
denying an application for a permit under this article or in revoking a permit 
issued under this article may appeal that decision to the City Council. The 
appeal shall be made by filing a written request with the City Clerk setting forth 
the grounds for the appeal not later than ten (10) days after receiving notice of 
the revocation by the City Clerk. In the event that the written request is filed 
with the City Clerk, the City Council shall hold a public hearing on the 
revocation, and shall have the power to reverse, affirm or modify the decision of 
the City Clerk. The City Council shall, in its determination, make written findings 
of fact supporting its decision. The determination by the City Council shall be 
final, subject to appeal to a court of competent jurisdiction. 
 
Section 22-227: Penalties 
 

a. In addition to revocation of permit pursuant to Section 22-225, any 
person violating the provisions of this article is responsible for a 
municipal civil infraction. 

 

b. In addition to the penalty provided in subsection (a) of this section, any 
condition caused or permitted to exist in violation of the provisions of 
this article, or any ordinance, shall be deemed a new and separate 
offense for each day that such condition continues to exist. 

 
c. Nothing in this chapter shall prevent the City from pursuing any other 

remedy provided by law in conjunction with or in lieu of prosecuting 
persons under this section for violation of this chapter. 

 
d. The collection bin operator and real property owner shall be jointly and 

severally liable for each violation and for payment of any fines and 
costs. 
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Section 2. Severability.  This ordinance and each article, section, subsection, 
paragraph, subparagraph, part, provision, sentence, word and portion thereof are 
hereby declared to be severable, and if they or any of them are declared to be 
invalid or unenforceable for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, the 
remainder of this ordinance shall not be affected. 
  

 
This Ordinance shall take effect on December 18, 2019 after publication. 
 
First Reading:     Second Reading & Adoption: 
   
 
November 4, 2019     November 18, 2019    
 
Ayes _____      Ayes   _____   
Nays _____      Nays   _____ 
Absent_____      Absent_____ 
 
 
_________________________   _________________________ 
Jill Domingo,      David Atchison, 
Clerk       Mayor. 



Memorandum 
Office of the City Manager 

 
 
 

TO: Honorable Mayor Atchison and Albion City Council 

FROM: Darwin D. P. McClary, City Manager 

DATE: November 4, 2019 

RE: CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

  

AMENDMENTS TO CITY MANAGER EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT 
 
As city council is aware, City Attorney Harkness requested certain amendments to the City 
Manager Employment Agreement to clarify some items.  The amendments that were approved 
by city council at your last meeting have been executed.  I do not intend to seek an amendment 
to the moving expense provisions. 
 
ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS 
 
I have attended the following meetings during past two weeks: 

• October 17 – Hearing on a union grievance 

• October 17 – Webinar: Branding Your Community for Economic Success 

• October 18 – 23 – ICMA Annual Conference in Nashville, TN 

• October 25 – Irwin Avenue Reconstruction Project progress meeting 

• October 28 – Finance Director regarding FY 2020 Budget preparation 

• October 29 – Building Authority special meeting 

• October 29 – Union to discuss several union concerns 

• October 30 – Public Safety Director to discuss public safety operations and to tour 
facilities 

• October 30 – Calhoun County Land Bank Authority to discuss Union Steel demolition 
project 

• October 30 – Weekly meeting with Mayor Atchison 

• October 31 – Finance Director regarding Income Tax Administrator functions 
 
FY 2020 BUDGET PREPARATION 
 
A FY 2020 budget work session has been scheduled for city council for Saturday, November 16, 
to review the proposed FY 2020 budget.  Council will receive presentations from department 
directors on department budgets and will have an opportunity to ask questions and seek 
clarification on specific budget items.  It is important that city council review the budget 



document in advance and prepare questions, since we will not review every budget line item at 
the budget work session meeting.  The meeting will begin at 9:00 AM and conclude by 2:00 PM. 
 
ICMA CONFERENCE 
 
I attended the 2019 ICMA Annual Conference in Nashville from October 18 through October 23.  
Not only does the conference provide an excellent opportunity for city managers to network with 
colleagues from across the world, but it also offers many relevant training sessions in almost 
every aspect of municipal management.  In addition, ICMA’s special committees meet, and I serve 
on the ICMA Sustainable Communities Advisory Committee and Conference Evaluation 
Committee. 
 
ICMA CREDENTIALED MANAGER DESIGNATION 
 
I am pleased to inform the city council that, during the ICMA conference, the ICMA Executive 
Board approved my designation as an ICMA Credentialed Manager (ICMA-CM).  The ICMA 
credentialing program requires continuous professional development, annual reporting of 
professional development activities, and a 360ᴼ performance evaluation of the City Manager’s 
performance by the manager’s local unit of government once every five years. 
 
UNION STEEL PROPERTY DEMOLITION 
 
I met with representatives from the Calhoun County Land Bank Authority on October 30 at their 
request to discuss the Union Steel property demolition project.  The Authority owns the property.  
The Authority requested that the city contribute $300,000 toward the $420,000 cost of the 
demolition.  The lowest bid proposal expires on November 6, and the Authority is pressed for 
time to determine if the city will participate in the costs.  While I may recommend that the city 
council authority a contribution from the city for the project, the city simply does not have the 
financial capacity to contribute the amount requested.  I am waiting for an opinion from the City 
Attorney as to whether the city may use its solid waste tax funds for this purpose.  I anticipate 
adding this matter as an agenda item for Monday’s meeting once I have more information. 
 
ALBION COMMUNITY GARDENS TAX ASSESSMENT 
 
Albion Community Gardens, Inc., has contacted me to express serious concerns about the city 
assessor removing the tax exempt status of the property it uses within the city.  Assessor 
Cunningham has determined that there is no legal authority to permit the property to be tax 
exempt.  The matter was considered by the Board of Review earlier this year, and the board 
denied ACG’s tax appeal.  The matter is now scheduled to go before the Michigan Tax Tribunal in 
December.  I am working to set up a meeting between city representatives and ACG to hear their 
concerns and to discuss the reasons for returning the property to the tax rolls. 
 
  



IRWIN AVENUE RECONSTRUCTION AND PRECINCT 3 ELECTION 
 
To insure that electors have free, unfettered access to the Precinct 3 polling location next 
Tuesday, we are undertaking several efforts to provide for a smooth election process: 

• The contractors will insure that both ends of the construction area are open to traffic to 
the polling location. 

• DPS will provide flag persons to help direct traffic during election hours of 7:00 AM to 
8:00 PM 

• No construction work will occur in front of the three driveways to the church polling 
location on the day of the election 

• City staff has mailed letters to all Precinct 3 voters informing them of the construction 
work and how to access the polling location 

• DPS employees are placing door hangers on all visible doors at each home 

• City staff is posting information on the city’s web site and social media 

• Temporary signage will be placed at the polling location driveways directing traffic into 
and out of the polling location 

 
 
CITY MANAGER’S RESIDENCE 
 
I am happy to report that my husband and I closed on our home within the city last Friday, and I 
am hoping to move in next week once our contractors are finished with some interior 
improvements.  I am looking forward to joining the Albion community as a resident and taxpayer! 



INFORMATION 

ONLY 
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