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City of Albion 

Special Council Session Minutes  

November 14, 2018 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Brown called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

II.  MOMENT OF SILENCE TO BE OBSERVED 

 

III.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

IV.  ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: Sonya Brown (3), Marcola Lawler (4), Jeanette Spicer (5), and Mayor 

Brown.   

 

ABSENT: Maurice Barnes (1), Lynn Reid (2), and Andy French (6).  

 

STAFF PRESENT: 

 

LaTonya Rufus, City Manager, Cullen Harkness, City Attorney, Scott Kipp, Chief 

of Police, Tom Mead, Finance Director, Kent Phillips, Interim Director of Public 

Works, John Tracy, Director of Planning, Building & Code Enforcement, and 

Haley Snyder, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer. 

 

V.  Presentations  

 

A. Albion Housing Commission Annual Report to Council 

 

Ann Kemp, Director of Albion Housing Commission provided Council with an 

update on the Housing Commission. 

 

Comments were received from Council Member Brown, Lawler, and Mayor 

Brown. 

 

VI.  PUBLIC Comments (Persons addressing the City Council shall limit their comments to 

agenda items and to no more than three (3) minutes.  Proper decorum is required.) 

 

 Comments were received from Dave Atchison, 108 W. Erie Street, Daniel Farmer, 1101 

Weiner Drive, Nadia Wolf, 409 Irwin Avenue, Al Smith, 1209 Adams Street, Susan Conner, 

811 N. Eaton, and Eric Tobin, 409 W. Ash Street.  

 

VII.  ITEMS FOR INDIVIDUAL DISCUSSION 
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A. Request Approval Resolution #2018-27, Review of Financial Qualifications of 

Candidates for Elective Office 

 

Comments were received from Council Member Brown, Mayor Brown and 

City Attorney Harkness. 

 

Spicer moved, Lawler supported, CARRIED to Approve Resolution #2018-27, 

Review of Financial Qualifications for Elective Office (4-0, rcv). 

 

B. Discussion/Approval – 2nd Reading of Proposed Ordinance 2018-08 Code of 

Ethics 

 

Comments were received from City Attorney Harkness stated there is a typo 

in Section G – should be “only”. Noted changes since the last review: 1st 

offense-$100.00; 2nd offense-$300.00; 3rd offense-$500.00; second reading 

and effective date. 

 

Additional comments were received from Council Member Brown and 

Mayor Brown. 

 

Brown moved, Lawler supported, CARRIED, to approve the 2nd Reading of 

Proposed Ordinance 2018-08 – An Ordinance to Provide a Code of Ethics for 

the City Council and to Create Section 1-28 of the Albion Code of 

Ordinances. (4-0, rcv) 

 

C. Request Approval City Manager Contract Amendment Relative to Moving 

Expense 

 

City Manager Rufus stated she is requesting an extension from 45 days to 90 

days to submit all moving expense receipts.  

 

Comments were received from Council Member Brown and Spicer; Mayor 

Brown. 

 

Brown moved, Spicer supported, CARRIED, to Approve City Manager 

Contract Amendment Relative to Moving Expense. (4-0, rcv)  

 

D. Discussion/Approval Attorney Fees for Council Rules Review 

 

Comments were received from Mayor Brown stating the allotted amount for 

attorney fees for the Council rules review needs to be raised to cover final 

expenses.  

 

City Attorney Harkness suggested a ceiling cap be set for any additional 

expenses. 
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Council Member Brown stated the Council needs to figure out how much 

has already been spent before setting a cap. 

 

Brown moved, Spicer supported, CARRIED, to table discussion until Monday’s 

Regular Council Meeting. (4-0, vv) 

 

E. Discussion West Ash Street Right Away 

 

City Manager Rufus asked for Interim DPW Director, Kent Phillips, Finance 

Director, Tom Mead, Director of Planning, Building & Code Enforcement, 

John Tracy, and Interim City Manager Scott Kipp to come forward to discuss 

this matter.  

 

City Manager Rufus stated in following the City Charter and policies, there is 

a section in the Employee Handbook that states an individual shall not utilize 

information known as a City employee for own personal gain. The City does 

not want to set a dangerous precedence and apologized that Mr. Tobin has 

been met with several road blocks prior to her arrival; however, there are 

some concerns that need to be addressed before moving forward. It was 

explained to her by Interim City Manager Kipp that the Council was advised 

to not move forward with the sale of the right of way. City Manager Rufus 

has reached out to professional individuals and entities who have assisted 

the City with such projects for input/advice on how the City should proceed.  

 

Interim DPW Director Kent Phillips stated at this moment, unsure of what is 

under the right of way and would be premature to say there is nothing there, 

and will have no effect on the City’s water and sewage operations.  

 

Tom Mead, Finance Director stated letting the property go free of charge 

with the hopes of not acquiring any additional closing costs, there are long 

term financial concerns for the City. 

 

John Tracy Director of Planning, Building & Code Enforcement provided the 

Council with a map overview of the right of way and surrounding parcels. 

The right away could be used as a key access point for the surrounding 

properties.  

 

Scott Kipp, Interim City Manager reiterated what was stated at the 

September 4th Council meeting. The potential development for the adjacent 

property is unknown and how the right of way could affect potential 

development is also unknown.  

 

Mayor Brown asked the following questions: 

1. Council has already approved.  

2. In reviewing the map provided tonight, do we have a sense of where 

the right of way would go? City Manager Rufus stated at this time 

that information is unknown. 
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City Manager Rufus stated when speaking with Interim City Manager Kipp and 

the entire Administrative Staff, it is hard to say what is currently there, and 

cannot say what is going to be there because the potential development is 

unknown. A leasing option was presented to Council and is still a viable option, 

but to totally give away a right of way with not knowing what potential 

development could come to the area is not in the best interest of the City. At 

this time, unsure on how to proceed, will leave that up to the City Attorney. 

 

Council Member Brown stated the information presented at previous Council 

meetings was not the same as what was presented tonight.  

 

City Attorney Harkness stated the Council approved the sale of the property. If 

the Council is no longer interested in moving in that direction, our Council rules 

provide an option to resend a vote that has been previously taken. For this 

particular situation, the Council can resend the vote if they wish to do so.  

 

Additional comments were received by Council Member Brown and Mayor 

Brown.  

 

VIII.  Motion to Excuse Absent Council Member (s) 

 

Brown moved, Spicer supported to excuse Council Members Barnes, Reid, 

and French. (4-0, vv) 

 

IX.  PUBLIC COMMENTS (Persons addressing the City Council shall limit their comments to no more 

than three (3) minutes.  Proper decorum is required). 

 

Comments were received from LaRose Bradley, 312 Arthur Street, Elizabeth 

Craig, 802 Austin Avenue, Eric Tobin, 409 W. Ash Street, Chris Tobin, 409 W. Ash 

Street, and Daniel Farmer, 1101 Weiner Drive.   

 

X.  City Manager Report 

 

 City Manager Rufus thanked Council and Albion residents for allowing her to 

become adjusted in the position.   

 

XI.  MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

 

Comments were received from Council Members Brown and Lawler. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Brown moved, Spicer supported, CARRIED, to ADJOURN Special Council Session. 

(4-0, vv). 

 

Mayor Brown adjourned the Special Session at 8:42 p.m. 
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__________________    _________________________ 

Date      Haley Snyder  
          Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 

 


