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City of Albion 
Council Session Minutes  

October 7, 2019 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Atchison called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

II.  MOMENT OF SILENCE TO BE OBSERVED 
 
III.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
IV.  ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: Vicky Clark (1); Lenn Reid (2); Sonya Brown (3); Marcola Lawler (4); 
Jeanette Spicer (5); Shane Williamson (6) and Mayor Atchison.   
 
ABSENT: All members were present 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
 
Darwin McClary, City Manager; Cullen Harkness, City Attorney; Jill Domingo, 
City Clerk; Kent Phillips, Acting Interim Public Service Director; Haley Snyder, 
Interim Assistant City Manager/Deputy Clerk/Treasurer; John Tracy, Director 
Planning, Building & Code Enforcement; Tom Mead, Finance Director and Scott 
Kipp, Chief Public Safety. 
 

V.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA (Includes any proposed additions, deletions or other 

changes to the agenda) 

 
Mayor Atchison asked to remove Item A-Community Policing Update from 
Presentations. 

  

Clark moved, Reid supported, CARRIED, to Approve the Agenda with the above 
removal of Community Policing Update from Presentations. (7-0, vv) 

 

VI.   PRESENTATIONS 
 

A. Community Policing Update 
 

This item was removed from the agenda 
 

B. Battle Creek Habitat for Humanity-Robert Phillips 
 

Robert Phillips, Battle Creek Habitat for Humanity Executive Director 
provided Council with the following update: 
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• Habitat for Humanity is celebrating their 30th birthday 

• The Battle Creek Habitat for Humanity serves all of Calhoun County 

• They have a home build scheduled to begin in 2020 at 1112 Terpenning 
St.   

• This home will be rehabbed through the Veteran Homeownership Program 
and they are seeking a veteran to partner with. 

• 17% of the veterans living in Albion are in the poverty level 

• Executive Director Phillips is also seeking advice on what Albion’s needs 
are 

• Most property that is rehabbed comes from the Calhoun County Land 
Bank 

• The rehabs run from April through October 
 

Comments were received from Council Members Spicer, Lawler and Brown 
and Mayor Atchison. 
 

C. Kids ‘N’ Stuff Museum 
 

Mayor Atchison announced the Charity Auction for the Kids ‘N’ Stuff Museum 
will be held on October 12, 2019 

 
D. Proclamation Recognizing October as Breast Cancer Awareness Month  

 
Mayor Atchison read aloud the Proclamation Recognizing October as Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month  
 

E. Proclamation Recognizing Mental Illness Awareness Week 
 
Mayor Atchison read aloud the Proclamation Recognizing Mental Illness 
Awareness Week 
 

F. Proclamation Recognizing National Fire Prevention Week 
 
Mayor Atchison read aloud the Proclamation Recognizing National Fire 
Prevention Week 

 
VII.  PUBLIC HEARINGS-Proposed Zoning Ordinance Update 
 

Mayor Atchison opened the public hearing at 7:17 p.m. 
 
John Tracy, Director Planning, Building & Code Enforcement gave a brief overview 
of the changes to the Proposed Zoning Ordinance Update. 

 
No public comments were received. 
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Mayor Atchison closed the public hearing at 7:25 p.m. 
 
A. Request Approval Proposed Zoning Ordinance Update 

 
Comments were received from Council Member Brown, City Manager McClary 
and Director of Planning, Building & Code Enforcement Tracy. 
 
Reid moved, Spicer supported, CARRIED to Approve Proposed Zoning 
Ordinance Update. (7-0, rcv) 

   
VIII. PUBLIC Comments (Persons addressing the City Council shall limit their 

comments to agenda items and to no more than three (3) minutes.  Proper 
decorum is required.) 

 

Comments were received from Staci Stuart, 205 W. Oak St. 
 

IX. CLOSED SESSION-None 
 

X.  CONSENT CALENDAR (VV) Items on the Consent Calendar are voted on as 
one unit) 

 
A. Approval Regular Session Minutes, September 16, 2019 
 

Williamson moved, Brown supported, CARRIED, to Approve the Consent 
Calendar as presented. (7-0, vv) 

 
XI.  ITEMS FOR INDIVIDUAL DISCUSSION 
 

A. Request Approval Resolution # 2019-31, A Resolution to Approve Authorized 
Signatures for the MERS Contracts and Service Credit Purchase Approvals 

 
Comments were received from Council Member Brown and City Attorney 
Harkness. 
 
Brown moved, Clark supported, CARRIED to Approve Resolution # 2019-31, 
A Resolution to Approve Authorized Signatures for the MERS Contracts and 
Service Credit Purchase Approvals as presented. (7-0, rcv) 

 
B. Request Approval Resolution # 2019-32, A Resolution to Approve 

Amendment to MERS Defined Contribution Plan Adoption Agreement 
 
Comments were received from City Attorney Harkness 
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Brown moved, Williamson supported, CARRIED, To Approve Resolution # 
2019-32, A Resolution to Approve Amendment to MERS Defined 
Contribution Plan Adoption Agreement as presented. (7-0, rcv) 
 

C. Discussion Repair/Replace Drinking Fountain at Holland Park 
 

Council Member Reid stated she would like the drinking fountain at Holland 
Park replaced as the water flow is inadequate and replacing the valve would 
not solve the issue.   

 
Council questions/comments were as follows: 

• Have all drinking fountains in the parks been assessed for replacement?    

• When would the replacement take place?  If replaced, it would be done in 
the Spring of 2020 

• How will the cost of maintenance be handled? 

• Has a maintenance fund been established through the Albion Community 
Foundation? 

• Would support replacement of Holland Park drinking fountain if all park 
drinking fountains are assessed 

 
Comments were received from Council Members Brown and Lawler and City 
Manager McClary. 
 

D. Discussion Installation of Holland Park Landscaping Irrigation-Via City 
Funding 

 
Council Member Reid stated she is requesting the Council to approve the 
installation of a landscaping irrigation system at Holland Park utilizing city 
funding. She would also like sidewalk to be placed around the park so 
residents can use as a safe place to exercise. 

 
Council questions/comments were as follows: 

 

• Does the City have the manpower to maintain the irrigation system? 

• Is there something in the current Parks & Recreation Master Plan?  
 

City Manager McClary stated if the irrigation system were done, the 
maintenance of the system would be a part of the City’s parks maintenance 
plan.  The Holland Park Improvement Plan has $4,469 in unrestricted funds 
that can be used for Holland Park improvements. He also stated the City 
currently has a five-year (2015-2020) Parks & Recreation Master Plan that 
does not specifically address this improvement. 

 
Comments were received from Council Members Lawler and Brown and 
Mayor Atchison. 
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E. Discussion Addition of Holland Park Pavilion-Via Grant Funding Received 

 
Council Member Reid has requested the approval of construction of a  
pavilion at Holland Park utilizing grant funding and donations under the care 
and custody of the City.  The project involves the installation of a 4” or 6” 
concrete floor/base and the construction of a 60’ x 40’ Coverworx brand 
gable shelter.  The concrete floor would be installed by Shafer Redi-Mix Inc. 
and the shelter materials would be provided by MidStates Recreation. 
Construction would be completed by volunteers. 
 
Council questions/comments were as follows: 

• There is sufficient funding for the project 

• Would the structure be purchased now and stored until spring? 

• Is there a higher liability to the City if volunteers do the construction of 
the pavilion? 

• What would be the additional cost of having a contractor construct the 
pavilion and where would that funding come from? 

 
City Attorney Harkness stated there would be a higher liability cost to the City 
if volunteers constructed the pavilion.  Contractors would provide their own 
insurance. 
 
Comments were received from Council Members Clark, Brown, Spicer and 
Williamson; Acting Interim Director Public Services Phillips. 

 
F. Discussion City Ordinance (s) Concerning Litter on City Streets and Parks 

 
Mayor Atchison stated he would like to see the ordinance clarified and would 
like input from Council on what else can been done to help with litter in the 
City. 

 
Council Member Brown stated the ordinance needed to be enforced. 

 
Council Member Reid asked for additional trash receptacles be added 
between the sidewalk and the street. 
 
City Manager McClary stated the City needs to make it convenient for people 
to get rid of trash.  If it is convenient and readily accessible, people will tend 
to use them.  The first step is to assess the areas of need in the community. 
 
Council Member Lawler asked to also have a discussion pertaining to the 
donation containers throughout the City. 
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G. Discussion City Ordinance (s) and Complaints Associated with Dogs/Feral 
Cats 

 
Mayor Atchison stated he has been receiving more complaints about barking 
dogs, dogs running loose and feeding of feral cats. 

 
Council Member Brown asked what the process was for Council when these 
types of complaints are received. 
 
City Attorney Harkness stated the City does not have an animal control 
officer so most of the complaints are handled by the County.   
 
Council Member Spicer stated it is often difficult catch these types of 
incidents in the act.  

 
H. Request Approval to Set Study Session Date for City Manager Goals & 

Priorities 
 

Comments were received from Council Members Brown and Williamson 
 

Brown moved, Williamson supported, CARRIED, To Approve a Study 
Session on Monday, October 14, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. for City Manager Goals & 
Priorities as presented. (7-0, vv) 
 

I. Request Approval of $10,152.19 to Monarch Welding & Engineering for 
Sludge Heating Boiler Repair at the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
 
Comments were received from Interim Acting Director of Public Services 
Phillips and Finance Director Mead. 

 
Williamson moved, Lawler supported, CARRIED, To Approve $10,152.19 to 
Monarch Welding & Engineering for Sludge Heating Boiler Repair at the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant as presented. (7-0, rcv) 
 

J. Request Approval to Waive Attorney-Client Privilege and Release to the 
Public the Full Investigation Report of the November 2018 Incident 
 
Comments were received from Council Members Brown, Williamson and 
Spicer; City Attorney Harkness and Mayor Atchison. 
 
Council Member Brown asked to Amend the Motion to Include Waiving 
Attorney-Client Privilege to Include a Supplemental Email. 
 
Brown moved, Clark supported, CARRIED, to Amend the Motion to Include 
Waiving Attorney-Client Privilege to Include a Supplemental Email.  (7-0, rcv) 
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Spicer moved, Reid supported, CARRIED, To Approve Waiving Attorney-
Client Privilege and Release to the Public the Full Investigation Report of the 
November 2018 Incident and to Include a Supplemental Email. (7-0, rcv) 

 
XII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

The following items were requested for the next agenda: 
 

• Council Member Clark would like the Discussion on Results of Grocery Store 
Desert Survey 

• City Attorney Harkness would like an Addendum to the City Manager’s 
Contract for PTO Time  

• Council Member Lawler would like a discussion for donation boxes 

• Council Member Reid would like the following items added to the next 
agenda: 

• Approval for Repair/Replace Drinking Fountain at Holland Park 

• Approval of Installation of Holland Park Landscaping Irrigation-Via City 
Funding 

• Approval of Addition of Holland Park Pavilion-Via Grant Funding Received 
 

XIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS (Persons addressing the City Council shall limit their 
comments to no more than three (3) minutes.  Proper decorum is required.) 
 
Comments were received from Jay Loomis, 408 W. Ash St.; Lavada Weeks, 917 
Luther Dr and Calhoun County Commissioner Gary Tompkins. 
 

XIV. CITY MANAGER REPORT 
 

City Manager McClary included a written report in the Council packets that 
discussed the following items: 
 

• Meeting with Mayor to discuss the following items: 

• Work Routine 

• Lines of Communication 

• Process for Setting City Council Agenda 

• Priority Based Budgeting 

• Election Integrity  

• Regular Meetings with Council Members 

• Management Team Meetings 

• Building Authority Meeting 

• Purchasing & Bidding Procedures 

• Due to the ICMA Conference, he will not be attending the next regular 
scheduled Council meeting 
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XV. MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBER’S COMMENTS 
 

Comments were received from Mayor Atchison 
 

XVI. EXCUSE ABSENT COUNCIL MEMBER (S) 
 

No action was necessary as all members were present. 
 

XVII. ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT: Vicky Clark (1); Lenn Reid (2); Sonya Brown (3); Marcola Lawler 
(4); Jeanette Spicer (5); Shane Williamson (6) and Mayor Atchison.   

 
ABSENT: All members were present 
 

XVIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Brown moved, Williamson supported, CARRIED, to adjourn the regular session. 
(7-0, vv) 
 

Mayor Atchison adjourned the Regular Session at 9:10 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
 
__________________    _________________________ 

Date      Jill Domingo  
       City Clerk 


