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CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR
PARKS & RECREATION
REGULAR MEEETING
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2015

MAYOR’S CONFERENCE ROOM
112 W. CASS STREET, ALBION, MI 49224
12:00 P.m.

V.

\

VIl

VIIL

AGENDA

Call To Order (Reminder: turn off cell phones)
Roll Call

Approval of Previous Committee Minutes

A. September 8, 2015

Parks & Recreation Master Plan

A. Updates on Student and Citizen Surveys
Citizens Comments

Schedule Next Meeting

Excuse Absent Members

Adjournment
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City Of Albion
Citizens Advisory Committee
for Parks & Recreation
Minutes — September 8, 2015

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 1:15 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Tamara Crupi

Alena Farooq

[ X | Gregg Strand
X | Elizabeth Schultheiss

| Joanne Konkle

Greg Polnasek

XXX | >

LennReid X

Administration: Sheryl Mitchell, City Manager; Larry Williams, Recreation Coordinator
and Jill Domingo, City Clerk

Approval of Previous Committee Minutes

A. September 1, 2015

Motion by Konkle, supported by Polnasek to approve previous committee minutes as

presented.

Motion Carried-voice vote.

IV. Parks & Recreation Master Plan
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The committee discussed the remaining park audit forms highlighting the following:

Lloyd Park:

Small park that does not receive a lot of use

No streetlights

It does have a picnic table, bench and dock

Additional seating would be nice

Has been used previously for concerts at the Lloyd

Boy scouts use for canoe launch

The closure around the deck is approximately two years old
AVSO is working in maintaining the park

Gold Star Park:

Park has very little signage so people know it is a park
Itis close to traffic

Has no lighting

Nothing to do in the park

No restrooms or benches
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Monument for Civil Rights Leader is missing

Porter St Canoe Dock:

Water is low

No signage (perhaps directional signage on the River Trail)
A lot of litter

This would be a nice park for an Adopt a Park Program

Holland Park:

The projects have been completed for all the funds that have been raised.

Ongoing fund raising events

Holland Park Committee is working with Albion College on the History Hill portion of the
park

The basketball courts on the north side need updating and resurfacing which would
increase options for use of the park

Restrooms need to be re-done-this would also help the River Trail as well. DNR does fund
these types of projects

McAuliffe:

The committee would like to find out who owns this park and also Gold Star Park.
Currently have a major risk factor with a very large hole in the park with temporary fencing
around it. It is located between the blacktop and restroom area. May be a potential risk
for the City.

Harris Field:

The Knox Presbyterian Group did several items that had been identified in the spring:
Backstop was done, repainted the Harris Field sign, painted the concession stand

Still some cosmetic items that need to be completed along the trail. One of the items
suggested by the DNR is to have an opening from the Albion River Trail into Harris Field
where children would have access to playground equipment.

Current playground equipment should be removed and replaced with maybe only a swing
set

Lighting is ok for baseball which is advantageous for putting on night tournaments

Ketchum Field:

Some lights that need replacing
Discussion on the volleyball courts back
Playground equipment needs to be replaced

Bournelis:

Would like to see some sort of barrier around the river
Adding ground lights would add to appeal of the park
Itis well marked and used

Park does have streetlights

Park is not accessible but is a rest stop on the River Trail
Bushes in front of river need to be trimmed

Victory Park:

Two playground areas
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Moulder:
.

Swing set is in rough shape

Tennis courts are grass filled with no nets. Cost to replace is approximately
$18,000 and would be difficult to maintain. Discussion to remove tennis
courts and just create basketball courts

Two t-ball fields but no dirt infield-also needs seating

> Basketball court has lots of cracks and weeds. Discussion of converted
to community raised garden area

Trail is in good condition

Band Shell needs structural assessment

Bathrooms need upgrading

Discussion of a gardening club landscaping/gardening the street side area
Benches and tables are all usable. They are old and all wood-it would be
nice to upgrade to aluminum.

No seating close to the playground area for parents to watch children
Create some sort of shade structure near the Band Shell

Other amenities located at the park are fish ladder, damn, bridges and river
flow channel.

Needs replacement bench-partial bench that is missing the bench seat
needs to be removed

Weeding & planting is being taken care of

Park receives a lot of use

Discussion on visibility of statue-the trees that are planted along side and
behind the statue create a visual block of the railroad and the poorly
maintained buildings.

Would like to maintain the Moulder Statue as the focal point of the park.
lighting fixture to shine on the statue is in place and committee would like
to see if it is working

Stouffer Plaza:

Cement hard surfaces

The retaining wall for the upper parking lot appears to be in bad shape-
there are several large cracks.

Albion Chamber of Commerce was looking into grant funding to repaint the
mural on the retaining wall but not before an engineer takes a look at it.
Would like to make area more attractive with more green planters and color
New Farmers Market is doing well and drawing a fairly large crowd

Barnes Park:

Nice Park

Quiet area

Need better signage

Boat dock is falling in. Committee members will check with River
Committee and see if this may be a possibility of being re-done with River
Committee funding.

Lily pads are filling in the entire area
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The committee would like to incorporate the following items in the Master Plan:

« Dog park survey into the plan as an informational piece and also take to local veterinarians
to gain resident input.

« 2012 Conceptual drawings for Splash Park (Summarize features and costs for the project)

« White Water Concept Plan (Broke down into two phases)-Add additional structure and
detail to the plan

Alena is working on an interactive survey for the Festival of the Forks for the following information:
«  Which parks do residents use
s What type of amenities would they like to have
« Can we meet the current recreational needs of the community with the current facilities we
have in town or would they like to see a community recreation center and if so, would they
be willing to pass a millage to pay for it?

Elizabeth would like to use a standing grant through the Albion Community Foundation to have
someone from the MML come and complete an interactive survey with the community for McAuliffe
Park.

Goals for the Plan:

Elizabeth and Tamara will sift through all the information that has been gathered and update into
the Master Plan. They will bring back to committee for feedback.

Sheryl and Larry will obtain additional information on Holland Park- (The next phase and what is
being prioritized)

Larry and Joanne will work on door to door surveys for Mcintosh Park.
The youth survey at the school also needs to be completed.

Goals for the new masterplan also need to be done.

V. Citizens Comments-None

VI Schedule Next Meeting

The next meeting will be Thursday, September 24, 2015 at Noon in the Mayor’s Office, City
Hall.

VI, Adjournment

Meeting was adjourned at 1:56 p.m.

Recorded by Jill A. Domingo
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